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to office should be divided by the whole number 


of representatives; giving to each Congressional | 


district in the Union its fair ratio of officers under 
the Federal Government. 

Resolved, That, in the opinion of this House, 
every Congressional district in the Union is more 
than competent to furnish its full quota of officers, 
upon the principle as laid down in the foregoing 
resolutions, who would be honest, capable, and 
fitirfal to the Constitution of the United States. 

Resolved, That, in the opinion of this House, im- 
mediately after all the offices shall be filled upon 
the principle as Jaid down in these resolutions, the 


President and Heads of Departments should divide | 


the whole number of Congressional districts into || throp, Woodruff, Wright, and Young,—s9. 


four equal divisions, or as near so as may be prac- 
ticable, classing them one, two, three, and four; 
the officers belonging to the first district falling into 
the first class, shall be vacated at the expiration of 
eight years; those falling into the second class shall 


be vacated at the expiration of six years; those | 


falling into the third class shall be vacated at the 
expiration of four years; those falling into the 
fourth class shall be vacated at the expiration of 


two years: so that one-fourth of the whole number | 


of officers thus appointed would be retiring from 
office every two years, and a new set coming in to 
fill the vacancies thus occasioned. 

Resolved, That, in the opinion of this House, in 
the selection of individuals to fill the offices under 
the Federal Government, due regard should be had 
to the farmers and mechanics of the country, so as 
to give them their fair proportion of said offices. 


Resolved, That, in the opinion of this House, the | 
people, the principles of the Constitution, the spirit | 


of the times, and justice, all demand at the hands 
the P esident and Heads of Departments, so soon 


as may be practicable, to carry into full and fair | 
effect the principles and doctrines as laid down in | 


the foregoing resolutions. 


Mr. I. E. HOLMES proposed the following 


amen Iment: 

“That offices were created for Government, and 
not for spoils.” 

The resolution, giving rise to debate, lies over. 


FREMONT’S REPORT—AGAIN. 

Mr, DELANO offered the following resolution; 
on which he demanded the previous question: 

Resolved, That the Clerk be directed to procure 
five thousand additional copies of Captain Fre- 
mont’s report for the use of the members of this 
House, provided they can be procured without any 
charge for composition. ‘ 


The question on the demand for the previous 
question was taken, and the Chair had announced 
the affirmative vote; when 

Mr. RATHBUN demanded tellers, who were 
appointed; but 








min Thompson, Tibbatts, Tilden, Trumbo, Vance, 
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| rach, Delano, DeMott, Dixon, Dockery, Douglass, 
Edsall, Ellsworth, John H. Ewing, Fieklin, Fos- 
ter, Giddings, Grider, Grinnell, Hampton, Har- 
per, Elias B Holmes, Hough, J. W. Houston, 
Samuel D. Hubbard, Hudson, W. Hunt, Charles 
J. Ingersoll, Jenkins, Daniel P. Kine, Thomas 
B. King, Levin, Long, McGaughey, McHenry, 
Mellvaine, Marsh, John P. Martin, Miller, Owen, 
| Perrill, Pollock, Ramsey, Julius Rockwell, J. A. 
| Rockwell, Runk, Russell, Sawyer, Schenck, Sea- 
man, Truman Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Stanton, 
Stephens, Sykes, Thibodeaux, Thomasson, Benja- 


Vinton, Wentworth, White, Wick, Wilmot, Win- 


NAYS—Méessrs. Stephen Adams, J. H. Ander- 
son, Atkinson, Barringer, Bayly, Bell, Benton, 
Biggs, James Black, Bowlin, Boyd, Brinkerhoff, 
Milton Brown, Catheart, Augustus A. Chapman, 
Reuben Chapman, Chase, Chipman, Clarke, Cobb, 
Cocke, Crozier, Cullom, Cummins, Daniel, Dar- 
gan, Jefferson Davis, Dillmgham, Dobbin, Drom- 
i goole, Dunlap, Erdman, Edwin H. Ewing, Gen- 

try, Giles, Goodyear, Gordon, Graham, Grover, 
Hamlin, Haralson, Herrick, Hoge, I. I. Holmes, 


'| George S. Houston, 8S. W. Hubard, Hungerford, 


r. G. W. JGNES moved that the resolution | 


be laid on the table. 

On which motion the vote was ayes 49, noes 79. 

So the resolution was not laid on the table. 

Mr. RATHBUN moved that the House adjourn. 

But the House declared it would not adjourn. 

The question then recurred and was taken on the 
demand for the previous question; and the vote 
stood, ayes 79, noes 41. 

So there was a second. 

And the main question (on the adoption of the 
resolution) was ordered to be now taken. 

Mr. JACOB THOMPSON, and many others, de- 
manded the yeas and nays; which were ordered. 

Mr. MeK’AY suggested that a resolution of this 
kind had been introduced some days ago, and was 
how subject to debate as the unfinished business of 
the morning hour. He submitted whether it was 
. order to offer a resolution of the same charac- 

r. 

The SPEAKER overruled the point of order. 


7 a the question, ‘¢ Shall the resolution be adopt- 


as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, John Q. Adams, Ash- 


Pen Baker, Blanchard, Brodhead, W.G. Brown, 
uflington, William W. Campbell, John G. Chap- 


man, Collin, Cranston, Culver, Cunningham, Dar- || 


15 


was then taken, and decided in the negative, | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
i 
| 
' 
' 
P Thurman, Tredway, Wheaton, Williams, 
| 


|| approved. 


James B. Hunt, Hunter, James H. Johnson, Jo- 
seph Johnson, Andrew Johnson, Geo. W. Jones, 
Kennedy, Preston King, Lawrence, Leib, Ligon, 
Lumpkin, MeClean, McClelland, McClernand 
t 9 9 ’ 
| McCrate, McDowell, McKay, B. Martin, Mor- 
McCrate, McD ll, Mel B. Mart M 
ris, Moulton, Niven, Norris, Payne, Pettit, Price, 
Rathbun, Reid, Relfe, Ritter, Sawtelle, Scam- 
mon, Seddon, Severance, L. H. Sims, Simpson, 
obt. Smith, Starkweather, Strong, JacobThomp- 
Robt. Smith, Stark ther, St Jacob T | 


Woodworth, Yancey, Yell, and Yost—97. 
So the resolution was laid on the table. 
OREGON. 


Mr. BAKER offered the following resolution, 
on which he demanded the previous question: 
Resolved, That, in the opinion of this House, the 
President of the United States cannot, consistently 
with a just regard to the honor of the nation, offer 
| to surrender to any foreign Power any territory to 
| which, in his opinion, we have a clear and unques- 
| tionable title. 
| Mr. PAYNE objected, and asked that the reso- 
| Jution should lie over. 
The SPEAKER said that the previous question 
| had been demanded, and that the question on that 
| demand must first be taken. If the House refused 
a second, the resolution would lie over. 
Mr. WINTHROP moved that the resolution be 
laid on the table. 
Mr. WENTWORTH demanded the yeas and 
nays. 
But the SPEAKER had put the question ad in- 
| terim, and announced that the demand came too 
late. 
The resolution was laid on the table. 
| Some other business (of which an account is 
given in another place) having intervened, 
Mr. BAKER, remarking that the gentleman 
from Massachusetts, [Mr. Winturop,] by his su- 


the betier of him, moved to reconsider this vote. 
FIRE-SHIPS. 


Mr. ROBERT SMITH, on leave given, pre- 
sented the memorial and papers of Uriah Brown, 
submitting his system for the defence of bays and 
harbors, by means of impregnable and irresistible 
| fire-ships. Mr. 8., on presenting these papers, 

desired to remark, that the invention of Mr. Brown 
| was tested by several satisfactory experiments 
| made in the presence of a large assemblage of the 
citizens of Baltimore in 1814, and a model of his 
boat was examined by a number of eminent citi- 
| zens, by officers of the army and navy, naval 
‘architects and civil engineers, and by them highly 
This invention was brought to the 
| notice of Congress in 1814, and by the House re- 
| ferred to the Secretary of the Navy, who made a 
favorable report on the subject. 

In 1827, the Secretary of War transmitted to the 


perior knowledge of Parliamentary tacties, had got , 
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House a report from the Chief Engineer, and ano- 
ther from General Bernard, both of which were 
favorable to the invention. In 1828, the Commit- 
tee on Naval Affairs reported a bill making an ap- 
propriation, and recommended that experiments 
should be made to test its practical utility for har- 
bor and coast defence. Again, in 1836, the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs reported a bill for the 
same object; but none of these bills passed both 
Houses, 

Mr. S. did not think our Government had shown 
itself liberal towards men of genius who had spent 
whole lives in bringing to heht new and valuable 
inventions. He beiieved we were behind every 
other civilized Government on earth in this resnec* 
and while he was in favor of the most rigid e 
omy in the expenditures of the public funds, h 
nevertheless believed that sound policy dictated a 
reasonable expenditure to test such Inventions a3 
would tend to benefit the whole country, and more 
particularly so when the invention is for the de- 
fence of our towns and cities in time of war. If 
Mr. Brown’s invention answers. the purposes 
claimed for it by its advocates, we might, in twelve 
months, put our whole seacoast and lake harbors 
in a condition to defy the combined navies of Eu- 
rope. If (said Mr. 8.) we would act upon the old 
and wise maxim, * In time of peace prepare for 
war,’’ there was, in his opinion, no time to lose. 
Believing that the Naval Committee would give 
this subject an early and favorable investigation, 
he moved a reference to that committee. 

Ordered accordingly. 


Mr. GORDON moved the following resolution; 
and debate arising, it was laid over under the rule: 

Resolved, That a select committee of three be 
anpointed to inquire into the publication of the 
tenth volume of the laws of the United States, and 
of the copy of said laws as authorized by the last 
Congress; and to purchase the usual number of 
copies of said volume where they can procure the 
best edition at the lowest price. 


On motion of Mr. HUNGERFORD, it was 

1. Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce 
he directed to inquire into the expediency of equal- 
izing the compensation now paid to cusiom-house 
officers on our northern, northeastern, and north- 
western lakes and rivers. 

2. Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs be directed to inquire into the expediency of 
authorizing the sale of a certain lot owned by the 
Government in the village’of Sackett’s Harbor, in 
New York, known and distinguished as lot No. 13 
on a map or plot of said village. 


Mr. GORDON moved the following resolution; 
and, debate arising, it was laid over under the 
rule: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be, 
and he is hereby, requested to inform this House, 
as soon as practicable, of the amount and quality 
of foreign wool imported into the United States 
since August 30, 1842, in each year; the rate of 


! duty paid thereon; the valuation of the same at 


the last port or place whence exported to the 
United States, and the country whence exported; 
and also the amount of domestic wool exported 
from the United States to foreign countries in the 
same time, and the quality and valuation at the 
port or place of exportation of such exports; and 
to communicate such other facts in relation to the 
wool trade of the United States as the Department 
may have the means of furnishing, for the informa- 
tion of the House. 

On motion of Mr. RATHBUN, it was 

Resolved, That the Secretaries of State, Treasu- 
ry, War, and Navy, and the Postmaster General, 
in addition to their several reports to Congres, in 
compliance with the eleventh section of an act 
passed August 26, 1842, be required to affix to the 
name of each clerk or person therein named, the 
State or Territory of his residence at the time of 
his appointment. 

Mr. MILLER moved the following resolution; 
and, debate arising, it was laid over under the rule: 

Resolved, That the memorial of sundry mer- 
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chants of the city of New York, praying for the | 


return of duties on goods destroyed by fire in that 
city on the 19th July last, be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

Mr. CULVER moved the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the Committee on Elections be 
instrueted to inquire into and report w hether cer- 
tain persons claiming to be members of this House 
from the State of New Hampshire, were not elect- 
ed in violation of the law of Congress requiring 
the elections to be held by single districts. 


The resolution was read; when 

Mr. BOYD moved that it lie on the table; and 
the question being put, the motion prevailed, and 
the resolulion Was laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. BUF FINGTON, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
inquire into the expediency of regulating by law 
the fees to be received by the ek rks, marshals, 
aud attorneys, in the Circuit and District Courts 
of the United States 

Mr. WRIGHT, on leave, presented resolutions 
of the Legislature of New Jersey, asking for an 
appropriation to remove obstructions in the free 
navigation of the river Passaic; which was _ re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered 
to be printed, 

On motion of Mr. WILMOT, it was 

Resolved, Vhat the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a mail route direct be- 
tween Montrose and New Milford, in Susquehan- 
nah county, Pennsylvania; and also to inquire into 
the expediency of establishing a mail route direct 
between Athens and ‘Troy, in Bradford county, 
Pennsylvania, through the towns of Smithfield 
anid Springfield, in said last mentioned county. 


in motion of Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL, it was 

Resolved, That the Clerk be directed to furnish 
this House, without delay, ten thousand copies of 
maps of Oregon, to be copied from maps of Cap- 
tain Wilkes’s Exploring Expedition, provided the 
cost does not exceed ten cents per copy, all ex- 
penses included. 

On motion of Mr. JOSEPH R. INGERSOLL, 
it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Rules be 
structed to consider the power and expediency 
ef reducing the number of members requisite in 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
and in Committee-of the Whole House. 


Mr. DARRAGH moved the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the Clerk be authorized to fur- 
nish each of the Reporters of the proceedings of 
the House with one copy of the public documents 
» inted for the use of the House. 

Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama, objected to the 
resolution, and it was laid over under the rule. 


Mr. SEAMAN moved the following resolution: 

Whereas the House of Representatives did, on 
the 25th Febrvary, 1845, adopt a resolution direct- 
ing the Clerk of the House to have printed during 
the recess of Congress 10.000 extra copies of the 
Report of Fremont’s expedition to Oregon and Cal- 
ifornia, for the use of the members of the T'wenty- 
eighth Congress; and whereas it appears by the 
suid resolution that new members of the present 
Congress will not receive any of said reports; and 
whereas it is obviously right and proper that the 
sitting members of Congress should be provided 
with all the Congressional documents upon a sub- 
ject so deeply interesting to the people of the Uni- 
ted States as the ** Oregon question,” and which 


they will not be provided with if the resolution of 


the 25th of February, 1845, is carried into effect: 
therefore, 

Resolved, That so much of said resolution as di- 
rects the Clerk to distribute said reports to the mem- 
bers of the Twenty-eighth Congress be, and the 


same is hereby repealed, and that the Clerk be and | 


he is hereby directed, whenever said reports are 
completed and ready for distribution, to distribute 
them to the members of the House of Represent- 
atives of the present Congress; and that he also 
have printed five thousand additional copies for 
the use of the members of this House. 


Mr. SEAMAN, at the same time, moved the 
previous question, which was not seconded; and 


debate arising on the resolution, it was laid over 
under the rule. 


_ THE C 


On motion of Mr. DROMGOOLE, 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to in- 
quire into the expediency of providing by law for 
the purchase and publication of the writings of 
James Madison, late President of the United 
States, not heretofore published. 


On motion of Mr. BROWN, of Virginia, it was | 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
inquire into the expediency of establishing by law 
the right of challenge to jurors in criminal prose- 
cutions in the courts of the United States, so as to 
make the same conform to the laws and usages of 
the respective State courts within the limits of 
which such criminal prosecutions may be had. 

On motion of Mr. HLUBARD, of Virginia, it 
was 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Militia be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of estab- 
lishing two national foundries, 

On motion of Mr. GRAHAM it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs be instructed to inquire into th@® expediency 
of establishing a national foundry in the western 
part of North Carolina. 

On motion of Mr. BIGGS, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post route from Eliz- 
abeth city, or Powell’s Point, to Roanoke Island 
and Nag’s Head, in North Carolina. 

Mr. BIGGS, on leave, also presented a memo- 
rial, very numerously signed, from citizens of 
Chowan county, North Carolina, praying that an 
adequate appropriation may be immediately made 
to open Roanoke Inlet at Nag’s Head. It was 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

On motion of Mr. CLARKE, it was 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the ‘Treasury be 
directed to report to this House the progress and 
condition of the Marine Hospital at or near Ocra- 
coke, in the State of North Carolina, provided to 
be erected by an act of Congress of the 29th of Au- 
gust, 1842; and also, whether, in his opinion, any | 
further legislation is required at this time in order 
to facilitate its completion. 

On motion of Mr. TOOMBS, it was 

Resolved, ‘That the petition and documents of 
John B. Denton and Curtis Humphreys, of Geor- 
gia, presented to the ‘Twenty-eighth Congress, 
praying to be relieved from the penalties incurred 
on account of a mail contract, be referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


On motion of Mr. J. P. MARTIN, it was 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a post route from Pres- 
tonsburg, Kentucky, to Hazard, in Perry county. 
On motion of Mr. TTHOMASSON,, it was 
Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions inquire into the expediency of providing | 
by law to pension the surviving officers and sol- 
diers of the Illinois regiment, and those under 
General Wayne, during the Indian wars, at the 


' close of the Revolution. 


On motion of Mr. CROZIER, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and Ca- 
nals be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of making an appropriation to complete the canal 
around the Muscle Shoals, in the Tennessee river; 
and also to inquire whether it is more expedient to 
complete said canal, or to improve the channel at | 
the head of said river. 

On motion of Mr. STANTON, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of so 
reorganizing the Bureaus of the Navy Department 
as to have a separate Bureau of Ordnance, and 
also one of Hydrography. 

On motion of Mr. HARPER, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and Ca- 


_ nals inquire into the expediency of erecting a bridge | 


over the Ohio river, from Wheeling, in Virginia, | 
to the island in said river, at or near where the Na- 
tional road crosses the said river. 


On motion of Mr. TILDEN, it was 
Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and 
Means be instructed to inquire into the expediency | 
of printing ten thousand extra copies of the pen- | 
sion laws. 


On motion of Mr. G. W. JONES, it was 
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Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the propriety of re 
pealing the fourth section of the bill making appro- 
priations for the civil and diplomatic service of the 
year ending 30th June, 1846, passed at the second 
session of the Twenty-eighth Congress. 


Mr. CUMMINGS moved the following resol). 
tion; and, debate arising, it was laid over under the 
rule: 

Resolved, That so much of the resolution of the 
Twenty-eighth Congress which directs the print 
and distribution of Fremont’s report, as shal] 
may be construed in sach manner as to require the 
dividend of the undelivered numbers to be made 
amongst such persons as were members of the 
Twenty-eighth Congress, and who are not members 
of the Twenty-ninth Congress, be, and the sanie js 
hereby rescinded. 

Mr. SAWYER moved the following resolution. 
and, debate arising, it was laid over under the rule. 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
he requested to communicate to this House as soon 
as possible (provided in his opinion the same sha|! 
not interfere with our present foreign relations} 
whether there is at this time, or whether there has 
been since the delivery of his last Annual Messace, 
negotiations going on between this Government 
and that of Great Britain in relation to the settle- 
ment of the Oregon question. 


On motion of Mr. CUNNINGHAM, it was 

Resolved, That ——— Flannagan have leave ta 
withdraw his papers, which were presented with 
his petition, and referred to the Committee on In- 
valid Pensions, who have agreed to make an un- 
favorable report. 

On motion of Mr. PERRILL, it was 

Resolved, That the Postmaster General is hereby 
required to report to this House without delay the 
time at which the eastern and western mail is usu- 
ally received at the City Post Office, which arrives 
in the evening train of cars; the time at which the 
letters and papers received by that mail for the 
members of this House are delivered to the mes- 
senger who conveys them to the post office of this 
House; and why the letters and papers belonging 
to the members of this House are not nor deliv- 
ered to the messenger as soon after the mail arrives 
in the evening as they were during the last session 
of Congress; and further to report if the delay of 
the eastern mail at Baltimore cannot be remedied, 
und the mail continued to Washington direct with- 
sut such delay. 


Mr. VINTON, in pursuance of notice hereto- 
fore given, obtained leave and introduced the fol- 
lowing proposition of amendment to the Consttu- 
aon of the United States. It was read the first and 
second time, and committed to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union: 


ing 


Joint Resolution to amend the Constitution of the 
United States. 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
(two-thirds of both Houses coneurring,) That the fol- 
lowing article be proposed to the Legislatures ot 
the several States as an amendment to the Const 
tution of the United States, which, when ratified 
by three-fourths of said Legislatures, shall become 
a part of said Constitution, viz: 

“ArticLe —. In andafter the year one thousand 
eight hundred and sixty, the people in each State 
entitled to vote for members of the House of Rep- 
resentatives of the United States, shall elect from 
among its citizens a candidate for the Presidency 
of the United States, in which election a majority of 
all the votes given shall be necessary to a choice. If, 
upon the first vote in any State, no one person shall 
have a majority of all the votes given, another vote 
shall be had, which shall be confined to the two 
persons having the greatest number of votes at the 
former voting ; and if, upon such second vote, the 
two persons voted for shall have an equal number 
of votes, the choice between them shall be deter- 
mined by lot. The election of candidates in each 
State shall be certified to the Congress of the U . 
ted States, and after the certificates of election inal 
the States shall have been transmitted to Congress, 
uniform balls, equal in number to the whole num- 
ber of members of the Senate and Hovse of Rep- 
resentatives, shall be deposited in an urn; and, be- 
fore the depositing thereof, the name of each State 
in the United States shall be inscribed on as mer 
of said balls as shall be equal to the whole number 
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of its 


chall be drawn out by lot, and the candidate clect- | 
ed by the State the name of which is upon the ball | 
drawn out, shall be the President. All of the re- 
maining balls having upon them the name of that 
State shall then be withdrawn from the urn, when, 
from those still remaining, another ball shall be 
immediately drawn out, in like manner as the first, 
and the candidate elected by the State the name of 
which is on that ball, shall be the Vice President. 

« The times, places, and manner of holding elec- 
tions in the several States for candidates, the man- 
ner of ascertaining the result, and of cheosing by 
jot, when, on a second vote, the two persons voted 
for shalt have an equal number of votes, shall be 
prescribed in each State by the Legislature thereof; 
jut the Congress may, at any time, by law, make 


oralter such regulations, or any part thereof. Con- | 


cress shall, by law, regulate the mode of certifying 
tit the election of candidates, and of conducting 
the choice by lot of the President and Vice Presi- 
dent in the presence of the two Houses thereof. 
“The second and fourth sections of the second 


article of the Constitution of the United States, | 


and the twelfth article of the Amendments thereto, 
shall become null and void on the taking effect of 
this amendment. *” 
On motion of Mr. THIBODEAUX, it was 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 


inform this House whether frauds have been com- | 


mitted on the revenue laws by the importation of 
sirups designated and entered in our custom-houses 
as molasses; and, if so, what steps have been or 
ought to be taken to prevent them. 

On motion of Mr. OWEN, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public 


Buildings be instructed to inquire into the expe- | 


diency of making to the present Capitol an addi- 
tion, Which shall contain a new Chamber of Rep- 
resentatives, the present Chamber to be converted 
into the Library of Congress, and the present Li- 


brary to be appropriated as a Supreme Court room, | 


with leave to report by bill or otherwise. 


On motion of Mr. CATHCART, it was 
Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 


instructed to inquire into the expediency of declar- | 
ing Michigan city, in the State of Indiana, a port | 


of entry. 


Mr. CALEB B. SMITH moved the following | 


resolution; and, debate arising, it was laid over 
under the rule: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be re- | 
quested to communicate to this House a statement | 
showing the amount which has heretofore been | 
expended on the Cumberland road in each of the | 
States of Ohio, Indiana, and Hlinois; and also the | 
estimates heretofore made by the Department of | 


the amount necessary to complete said road in each 
State, 


was 
Resolved, That the Committee on the: Post Office 


expediency of establishing a mail route from 
Starkeville to Houston; also, from Cartersville to 


members in both branches of Congress, and, 


in the presence of both Houses of Congress, a ball | 
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been done in the new States is ina rapidly dilapi- 


dating condition; and whereas even-handed justice 
requires that the same amount of improvement 
should be made in the new as in the old States; 


for the completion of said read; and whereas it 
would be obviously unjust to involve the comple- 
tion of said road in any eeneral system of internal 
improvement, or any new-fangled schemes of river 
and harbor improvements; and whereas many 
persons purchased second-rate land on the line of, 
and near to said road, on the faith that the Gov- 
ernment would complete the same ; therefore, 
Resolved, That the Committee on Publie Lands 
inquire into the expediency of donating to the new 
States a quantity of land equal in value to the 
amount of money expended per mile on said road 
in the old States, in proportion to the distance that 
said road may run in said new States, so as to en- 
sure the progress of the work from year to year, 
until said work is completed, without further ex- 
penditure of money from the National Treasury. 


On motion of Mr. DOUGLASS, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and 
Means be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of providing by law for the coinage at the United 
States Mint of one dollar gold pieces. 


On motion of Mr. WENTWORTH, it was 

1. Resolved, shat the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into 
the propriety of relieving Martin O. Walker from 
certain restrictions imposed upon him in relation 
to bidding for mail contracts. 

2. Resolved, That the Committee on Military 
Affairs be instructed to inquire into the ability of 
the fort at Mackinaw to command the entrance 
into Lake Michigan, and the best means of defend- 
ing the commerce and the towns on said lake: 
whether there is now any point at which a vessel 
of war could safely be built ; and whether, on the 
thousand miles of dangerous lake-coast, there is 
now a single harbor capable of sheltering such a 
vessel in the very numerous, sudden, and severe 
gales which are incident to said lake, and annually 
destroy alarge amount of life and property. 

3. Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs be directed to inquire into the expediency of 
opening a direct communication for the largest 
class of vessels of war from Lake Michigan to the 
Mississippi river, so as to render the naval depot 
at Memphis available for the defence of said lake; 
and, also, into the expediency of constructing a 
naval depot at Chicago. 

Mr. BOWLIN moved the following resolution; 
and, debate arising, it was laid over under the rule : 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 


| required to communicate to this House, if in his 
| possession, the following information : 


1. The aggregate value of the commerce, arri- 


| culture, and manufactures, or either of them, of 


On motion of Mr. ADAMS, of Mississippi, it || 
| 


those nations situated between the Cape of Good 


|| Hope and Cape Horn, along the Atlantic coast, on 
|| both sides. 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the | 


2. The aggregate value of the commerce, agri- 


| culture, and manufactures, or either of them, of 
| those countries situated between the Cape of Good 


* 4 


and whereas the faith of the Government is pledged | 
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Resolved, That the Committee on the Post OMce 
and Post Roads inquire into the expediency of 
establishing the following mail routes: 

From Knoxville, Illinois, to Phillips’s Ferry, to 
Bloomington, Iowa. 

From Oquawka, Hlinois, to Phillips’s Ferry, op- 
posite to Bloomington, lewa, and from thenee to 
Rock Island, Hlinots. 

From Peoria, Illinois, to Phillips’s Ferry, oppo- 
site to Bloomington, Lowa. 


Mr. JOSEPH R. INGERSOLL moved the fol- 
lowing joint resolution; which was read the first 
and second time, and left upon the Speaker’s table, 
to be taken up for a third reading upon the clear- 
ing of his table, under the rule: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assem- 
bled, ‘That the joint resolution, adopted December 
13, 1813, entitled ‘* A resolution for the printing 
‘and distribution of an additional number of the 
‘Journals of Congress and of the documents printed 
‘by their order,”? be so construed as to authorize 
a copy of the public documents therem mentioned 
to be furnished hereafter to the American Philo- 
sophical Society. 


On motion of Mr. PRICE, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a mail route 
Quincey, Hlinvis, to St. Joseph, in Missouri. 

On motion of Mr. YELL, it was 

Resolved, ‘Vhat the Committee on the Public 
Lands be instructed to inquire into the propriety 
of granting to the State of Arkafisns in trust the 
Hot Springs, and the reservation of six sections 
of land around said springs, in the State of Arkan- 
sas, the proceeds of sale to be applied to the sup- 
port of ail poor and indigent invalids attending said 
springs. 

On motion of Mr. CHIPMAN, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of estab- 
lishing light-houses on Lake Superior, at Round 
Island, Whitefish Point, and Haze’s Point, at 
Copper Harbor. 

Mr. MeCLELLAND moved the following res- 
olution; and, debate arising, it was laid over under 
the rule: 

Resolved, That the several heads of departments 
report to this House, in addition to the require- 
ments of the resolution this day adopted in rela- 
tion to the clerks in the several departments, the 
date of the first appointment of all such clerks. 


On motion of Mr. THIRODEAUX, it was 

Resolved, 'That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of extend- 
ing the limits of the port of New Orleans to the up- 
per limits of the city of Lafayette. 

On motion of Mr. DODGE, it was 

1. Resolved, That the Committee on the Public 
Lands be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of establishing two additional land ofices in the 
Territory of lowa. 

2. Resolved, That the said committee be further 


from 


_ instructed to inquire into the expediency of grant- 


a 
i 
nA 
G 
a. 
‘ 


Yaconey, in Mississippi. | Hope and Cape Horn, along the coast of the In- 
Ou motion of Mr. JEFFERSON DAVIS, it || “7 and Pacific oceans, | 

was | 3. All other information going to show the com- 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be di || parative value of the trade and commerce of those | 

‘ , Th » Nz 7) ed ee 

rected to furnish this House with such information || COUMMES, Most nearly approximating to the Ore- 

as he may possess in relation to the ship channel || gon Territory, and those countries most nearly 

atand near to Ship Island, in the Gulf of Mexico, || approximating the eastern portion of the confede- 

off the coast of cans also, the capacity of || sop sdanelgrcipadipwen carr-hnapileortamabasaaae 

the harbor at Ship Island for a navy yard; also, an On motion of Mr. R ELF E, it was 

estimate for the fortifications which, in his opin- || . Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 

ion, may be necessary to defend the entrance be- || Structed to inquire into the expediency of pro- 

tween Ship and Cat Islands; together with any || Viding for the establishment of a marine hospital | 

other information he may believe connected with |, 2 the city of St. Louis, Missouri, at or near the 

the subject-matter of this resolution site selected by the Board of Surgeons appointed 
i . . | é > § stiONnS F B : 
Mr. FICKLIN moved the following resolution; | to m ike selectic n under the provisions of the act 

of 3d March, 1837. 


and, debate arising, it was laid over under the | ; s St ee 
On motion of Mr. MARTIN, of Wisconsin, it 


rule: 
Whereas the Cumberland road has been regard- || W@S : 
Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce in- 


ed as a national work since the administration of feso| : me 
President Jefferson; and whereas it has been com- || quire into the expediency of re-appropriating the 
sum of money appropriated by act of July 7, 1838, 


pleted through the old States of Marylard, Vir- 0 i | 
to build a light-house near the mouth of Fox river, 
in the Territory of Wikxconsin, and of changing 


a and Pennsylvania, at a heavy cost‘ to the | 
overnment; and whereas the work has been sus- || ny ae 
| the site on which the said light-house was to be 
|| built. 
{ 


pended on said road for a number of years in the || 
and Illinois, so that the work which has already || On motion of Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, it was 


ing to the Territory of lowa alternate sections of 
the public lands from the mouth of the Muscatine 
Slough to the head thereof, the proceeds of which 
to be applied in reclaiming said lands, and other 
lands contiguous thereto, from inundation. 


Mr. DODGE moved the following resolution; 
and, debate arising, it was laid over under the rule: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
requested to report to this House whatever inform- 
ation he may be in possession of touching the 
manner and circumstances under which certain 
sums of money were deposited with the late re- 
gister of the land office (William Ross) at Fair- 
' field, in Iowa, for the purchase of public lands; 
and, if he be not in possession of such information, 
that he direct the present register and receiver at 
Fairfield to collect and transmit the same, and also 
to report on the case; and, further, whether or 
not, in his opinion, the persons thus depositing 
their money Lave not an equitable-claim on the 
, United States to refund it, or allow them to enter 
a quantity of public land at $1 25 per acre equiv- 
alent thereto. 


Mr. MOULTON presented resolutions of the 
|, Legislature of the State of New Hampshire in op- 
i position to the act of Congress passed on the 4th 








Western part of Ohio, and in the States of Indiana 
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September, 1841, providing for a division among 
the States of the proceeds of the sales of the public 


Laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HOUSTON, of Delaware, presented res- 
olutions of the Legislature of the State of Dela- 
ware, asking an appropriation for the purpose of 
improving the harbor at the mouth of the river 
Mahon. Referred to the Committee on Com- 
meree, 

Also, a resolution of the same Legislature, ask- 
ine that provision be made for a more extended 
distribution of the decisions of the Supreme Court 
of the United States. Referred to the Committee 


el i ! “ar 
on ine Judy lary. 


MR. MADISON’S WRITINGS. 

The Select Committee raised, on motion of Mr. 
DnomGoorr, to inquire into the propriety of pro- 
viding for the purchase and publication of the 
writings of the late President Madison not hereto- 
fore s of Messrs. Dromeoo.e, 
Cuarnces J. Incrrsoit, Owen, Srernens, Nor- 


nis, Vance, and Baytry. 


published, consi 


BILLS INTRODUCED ON LEAVE. 
Pills were introduced on leave, on notice of mo- 

. tions heretofore eiven, as follows: 

{ By Mr. CRANSTON: A bill to construct a 

; military road from Fort Adams to Newport, in 

: Rhode Island; twice read, and referred to the Com- 

' mittee on Military Afiiirs. 

: By Mr. JACOB THOMPSON: A bill to grant 

‘ Jand titles in certain cases; twice read, and referred 

j to the Committee on the Publie Lands. 

; By Mr. MeCLERNAND: A bill to establish 
an armory and foundry at Massac, on the Ohio 
river; twice read, and referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. 

By Mr. MeCLELLAND: A bill for the relief 

& of Charles M. Meixenzie; twice read, and referred 

FE to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

; By Mr. JAMES B. HUNT: A bill to extend 

3) the limits of the Grand River and Saganaw land 

b districts, in the State of Michigan; twice read, and 

' referred to the Committee on the Publie Lands. 


ee 


By Mr. MORGAN L. MARTIN: A bill to en- 
able the people of Wisconsin to form a constitu- 
tion and State government; twice read, and refer- 
red to the Committee on the Territories. 

; Sy Mr. DODGE: A bill granting certain lands 
to the ‘Territory of lowa to aid in the improvement 
of the navigation of the Des Moines river, in said 
territory; twice read, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands. 


THE GREEN-MOUNTAIN BOYS. 

Mr. COLLAMER presented a resolution of the 
Legislature of the State of Vermont, requesting 
the United States to give up to that State the four 
pieces of brass cannon taken by the Green-Moun- 
tain Boys trom the British army at Bennington on 
the 16th of August, 1777, for the purpose of dé pos- 
iting the same in the State House at Montpelier, 
as a memorial of the valor which achieved a vie- 
tory so honorable to those brave boys, and so sig- 
nally important in effecting the liberties of our na- 
tion. Referred to the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 


The following notices were given of motions 
hereafter to be made for leave to introduce bills, 
viz. 

By Mr. DARRAGH: A bill for the relief of 
Thomas Copeland, on account of services rendered 
at the United States arsenal near Pittsbure. 

By Mr. LUMPKIN: A bill to amend the sev- 
| eral acts making provision for the payment to vol- 

unteer troops in the Florida campaign of 1837 and 
1838, for losses sustafned by them. 
by Mr. ROBERTS: A bill to regulate the ap- 


pointment of cadets in the Military Academy of 


the United States at West Point, and for other 
purposes. 

By Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut: A bill 
in relation to assigneos in bankruptcy. 

By Mr. WHITE: A bill for the relief of the 
Winnebago Indians. 

By Mr. WOODWORTE: A bill to establish an 
Executive Bureau, 

By Mr. PRICE: A bill to continue in force an 
act entitled * An act making an appropriation for 
‘the payment for horses lost by the Missouri vol- 
oan in the Florida war,” approved June 15, 

B4¢ 


_TaE 


erence nee nserene 


lands, commonly called the * Distribution act.” | 


Mr. LUMPKIN presented the memorial of Low- 
ry Williama, ef Cass county, Georgia, who seeks 
indemnity for damages sustained by him in being 
dispossessed of his improvements contrary to the 


stipulations of the 10th article of the Cherokee | 


treaty of 1835. 
dian Affairs. 
‘The House adjourned. 


Referred to the Committee on In- 


PETITIONS, &e. 
The following Petitions and Memorials were 
presented under the rule, and referred to the appro- 
priate committees: 


| 
By Mr. WICK: A joint resolution of the General Assem- | 


| bly of the State of Indiana, on the subject of the claim of 
' Col. Francis Vigo. A joint resolution of the same, on the 
subject of pre-emptions in the Miami reserve. 


harbor. A joint resolution of the same, on the subject of 
improving western rivers. 


Indian Mission Association. Additional papers in support 


of the claim of James McAvoy, of Indiana, now pending | 


before the Committee of Claims, 

By Mr R. SMITH: The memorial of 254 citizens of the 
State of New York, in favor of making the public lands 
free to actual settlers in limited quantities: referred to the 
Committee on Publie Lands, 


By Mr. WRIGHT: The petition of Francis D. Murphy, | 
of Newark, New Jersey, in reference to a new method of | 


surveying: referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

By Mr. SAWTELLE: The petition of Nathaniel Cole, 
jr.,of Palmyra, State of Maine, for a pension on account 
of injuries sustained in the late war with Great Britain. 

By Mr. TIRBATTS: The memorial of 283 citizens of the 
city of Covington, praying that Congress may pass, at as 
early a day as practicable, in order that it may become the 
law of the land, the bill to guard against steam-boiler ex- 
plosions, (amen latory of the law of 1838,) reported by the 


Conunittee on Commerce, in the House of Representatives, | 


at the Ist session of the 28th Congress. 

By Mr. BOWLIN: The petition of Wm. Turney, of St. 
Charles county, Missouri, praying compensation for back 
pension between 1822 and 1ls28; referred to the Committee 
on Invalid Pensions. 

By Mr. GILES: The petition of Heetor Perkins, praying 


for arrears of pension: referred to the Committee on Invalid | 


Pensions. 


By Mr. W. HUNT: The proceedings of a public meeting | 
asking Congress to improve the har- | 


at Olcott, New York, 
bor of Eigiteen-Mile 
Niagara county, New 


ereek, <A petition from citizens of 
York, for the same purpose. 


By Mr. WILMOT: The petition of John C. Vansice, a || 


revolutionary soldier, asking for an increase of pension ; re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

By Mr. GOODYEAR: The remonstrance of A. C. Parker 
and 37 other citizens of Otsego county, New York, protest- 
ing against the adnussion of Texas into the Union as a 
slave State. A like remonstrance of James Van Valken- 
burgh and 20 others. A like remonstrance of Henry J. 
Smith and 25 others. 
praying for a pension: referred to the Committee on Inva- 
lid Pensions. 

By Mr. MOSELEY: The proceedings and petition of a 
public meeting of citizens at the port of Cattaraugus creek, 
New York, praying for an appropriation to complete Cat- 
taraugns harbor: referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

By Mr. SEDDON: The petition of George B. Read, of 


Richmond, Virginia, for allowance of compensation for ser- | 


vices as inspector, alleged to have been withheld by the 
former collector of the port of Richmond: referred to the 
Committee on Claims 

By Mr. DELLETT: The petition of citizens of William- 


son, New York, praying that measures be taken to estab- | 


lish a congress of nations for the settlement of national dis- 
putes. 


By Mr. STANTON: The petition of James Montgomery, | 


for the adoption of certain improvements in the use of steam 
in the naval and revenue service: referred to the Commit- 
tee on Naval Affairs. The petition of William Lamphier 
wnd Joseph Harris, for compensation for certain services 
performed in the custom-house of Alexandria: referred to 
the Judiciary Committee. 

By Mr. ANDERSON: The petition of Ray Tompkins, in 
behal€ of himself and others, asking remuneration for 


money due to Daniel D. ‘Tompkins (deceased) for services | 


during the late war: referred to the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary. 


By Mr. STEWART: The petition of Thomas Grigg, of 


Pennsylvania, praying Congress to authorize an experiment | 
to test the value of a model, invented by him, of ball-proof 


vessels for the naval service: referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affnirs. 


By Mr. WOOD: The petitions of Nancy G. Van Rens- | 


selaer, and of Jonas D. Platt, for pensions. 

By Mr. WILLIAMS: The petition of Nehemiah Small, 
of Lubec, Maine, for payment of fishing bounty due schooner 
4 
Argus. 


ing an appropriation for improving the navigation of Taun- 


ton river at the falis,in Sullivan, in said State: referred to | 


the Committee on Commerce, 

By Mr. J, A. ROCKWELL: The petition of Anna Bissel, 
widow of Samuel Bissel, praying for a pension: referred to 
the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 

By Mr. JACOB THOMPSON: The petition of William 
Briscoe, and Eliza, his wife, heirs of Peter B. Bruen, of the 
State of Mississippi, for arrears of pension: referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. 


By Mr. W. G BROWN: The petition of G. W. Stewart || 


and 620 others, citizens of Brooke county, in the State of 


Virginia, praying Congress to extend to the manufacturers 
of fire brick the same protection that is given to other 
referred to the Committee | 


branches of American industry : 
en Manufactures. 
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A joint re- | 
solution of the same, on the subject of the Michigan city | 


A memorial of the American | 


The petition of Joseph E. North, | 


The petition of citizens of the State of Maine, ask- | 


Jan 14, 


By Mr. CATHCART: The petition of E. W. N. Ellis and 
others, of Goshen, Indiana, praying Congress to make ~ 
propriations to construct a railroad to Oregon: referred a. 
the Committee on Roads and Canals. r 

By Mr. HUNGERFORD: The petition of citizens of New 
York, for the erection of three light-houses on the “ym 
| Lawrence. The petition of citizens of New York, for the 

construction of a dredging machine for the use of Lake Or 
tario and the river St. Lawrence: each referred to the ean 
mittee on Commerce, ; 


river St 





| 
| 
| 


IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, January 14, 1846. 
| * —_ PETITIONS. 


The PRESIDENT laid before the Senate an aq. 
| ditional document in relation to the memoria] of 
| officers of the army, on the subject of brevet and 
staff rank; which was referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. 

Mr. SEVIER presented the memorial of the 
chiefs of the Seneca nation of Indians, praying that 
the annuities due to them under treaties with the 
| United States, and of which they have been de- 
frauded by Government agents, may be paid to 
| them: which was referred to the Committee oy 
| Indian Affairs. 

Mr. S. also presented a memorial of the same 
party, praying that authority may be conferred 
| upon the trustees of certain funds invested for their 
henefit, to transfer said funds to the United States 
| for the better security of their annuities; which 
|| was referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs, 
|| Mr. DAYTON presented a remonstrance of citi- 
zens of New Jersey, against the admission of 
|| "Texas into the Union as a slave State; which was 
| laid on the table. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD presented the petition of citi- 
| zensof York, Maine, praying indemnity for French 
| spoliations prior to 1800; which was referred to 
| the Select Committee to whom matters of the 
| same kind were referred. 

|| Mr. F. also presented the memorial of Jemima 
|, Flood, widow of a deceased revolutionary soldier, 
| praying a pension; which was referred to the Com- 
|| mittee on Pensions. 

Mr. PEARCE presented the petition of Philip 
| Pearce, praying the right of pre-emption to a tract 
\| of land; which was referred to the Committee on 
|, Public Lands. 
| Mr. HUNTINGTON presented the memorial 
of citizens of Connecticut, praying the adoption of 
measures to settle all international difficulties with- 
|| out recourse to war; which was laid on the table. 

Mr. BRIGHT presented a joint resolution, pass- 

ed by the Legislature of Indiana, in favor of an 
| appropriation for the improvement of the harbor 
of Michigan city, in said State; which was re- 
| ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 
Mr. WESTCOTT presented the memorial of 
| Edward Bolon, praying compensation for his 
| trouble and expense in keeping in confinement cer- 
tain persons charged with the violation of the laws 
of the United States; which was referred to the 
Committee on Claims. 

Mr. W. also presented a resolution, passed by 
the Legislature of Florida, in favor of the passage 
of a law authorizing that State to relinquish a cer- 
tain township of land, by legal subdivisions, and 
to enter other lands in lieu thereof, and to select 
any portion of the lands granted for seminaries 0! 
|, learning, public schools, fixing the seat of Govern- 


| 





na4 


| ment, or internal improvement, in legal subdivi- 
|, sions; which was referred to the Committee on 
| Public Lands, and ordered to be printed. 
Mr. YULEE submitted a document relative to 
the use of the United States property as a court: 
house for the circuit and county courts In Florida, 
the establishment of a jail in St. John’s county, 
| and the repair of the bridge across the St. Sebas- 
|| tian river, in that State; which was referred to the 
| Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, and 
| ordered to be printed. 
|| Mr. SEVIER presented the memorial of the 
|| chiefs of the Seneca nation of Indians, praying thet 
|| the United States will secure to them the full 
| amount of their annuity under the treaty of 1842, 
|| which the present investment of their funds does 
|! not rield; which was referred to the Committee 0” 
| Indian Affairs. = si 
Mr. FAIRFIELD presented the petition of cit 
| zens of York, Maine, praying the adoption °. 
| measures for insuring the peaceful adjustment ¢ 





| all’ international difficulties; which was referred to 
‘ the Committee on Foreign Relations. 
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Mr. NILES presented the petition of Mary, the | 


- 


widow of Jeremiah Ripley, asking a pension in 
consideration of the revolutionary services of her 
husband; which was referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 


tee on Pensions. 
BILLS INTRODUCED. 
Mr. DICKINSON, pursuant to notice, asked 


and obtained leave, and introduced ‘A bill to 
‘amend the act entitled ‘An act for the regulation 
‘of seamen on board the public and private vessels 
‘of the United States;’ ’’ which was read a first and 
second time, and referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. ; 

Mr. MILLER, pursuant to notice, asked and 


obtained leave, and introduced ‘A bill explanatory 


1} 


} 


have leave to introduce his resolution. 
Mr. CALHOUN said that every Senator must 
be aware, in the present situation of the country, 


The CHAIR. If the Senator from Ohio shall | 


|| that this resolution called on the Senate to make a | 
Mr. N. also presented the petition of the heir of | 

Zephaniah Sampson, a revolutionary soldier, pray- 

ing a pension; which was referred to the Commit- | 


declaration which called for the most solemn delib- 
eration. It would be matter for serious considera- 
tion, if this resolution was introduced and acted on, 
how far we are disposed to give effect to this decla- 
ration. Nomancould view with stronzer feelings 
of indignation than he did the improper interference 
of the European Powers with the nations of this 
continent. And he would take this oceasion to say 
that, as far as his information went, the interference 
of France and England with the concerns of the 


Governmentof Buenos Ayres was an outrage, high- | 


handed in its character, and without precedent in the 
history of nations. But the great question presented 


by this resolution was, whether we should take un- 


‘ofthe 4th section of ‘An act making appropria- || 
‘tions for the civil and diplomatic expenses of the | 


‘ Government for the year ending the 30th of June, | 


«4846, and for other purposes,’ approved March 
‘3d, 1845:"? which was read a first and second time, 
and referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


Mr. M. also, pursuant to notice, asked, obtain- 


ed leave, and introduced ‘‘A bill to incorporate the 
Columbian Fire Insurance Company ;” which was 


read a first and second time, and referred to the | 


Committee on the District of Columbia. 


(Several messages in writing were received from 


the President of the United States. ] 


INTERFERENCE OF EUROPEAN NATIONS 
WITH AMERICAN STATES. 


Mr. ALLEN asked leave to introduce the Joint 
tesolution of which he gave notice yesterday, 
declaratory of the principle by which the United 
States will be governed in regard to the interposi- 
tion of the Powers of Europe in the political affairs 
of the independent nations of America. 

The resolution was then read, as follows: 
JOINT RESOLUTION declaratory of the principles by 

which the Government of the United States will be gov- 


erned in regard to the interposition of the Powers of Eu- | 


rope in the political affairs of America. 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of the | 


United Stutes of America in Congress assembled, That recent 
manifestations of a disposition by certain Powers of Europe 


to interfere in the political arrangements of this continent, | 


with a view to the enforcement of the European principle 
of the “ balance of power,” upon the independent nations 
of America, having made it, in his judgment, the duty of 
the President of the United States to call the attention of 
Congress to this subject in his Annual Message, and to an- 
nounce, on the part of the United States, the counter prin- 
ciple of non-intervention, it is the judgment of Congress 
that the announcement thus made by the President was 
demanded by the manifest hazard to which such interfer- 


ence would inevitably Expose the relations of peace now 


subsisting between the Old World and the New. 


der our guardianship the whole family of American 
States, and pledge ourselves to extend to them our 
protection against all foreign aggression. Had we 


| arrivedat thatstate of maturity when we could wise- 


ly and effectually do so? Was this to be the under- 
stood and settled policy of our Government? Ifso, it 
would become necessary for us to pursue a differ- 
ent course from that we have heretofore adopted. 
The entire energies of the country must be concen. 
trated and put forth to enable us to carry out this 
policy, if we intend that our declaration shall mean 
anything. Heregretted that, at this moment, such 
a question should be urged on the Senate. He was 
fearful that, in the eyes of the world, it would have 


the effect of injuring our character for wisdom and | 
| moderation, and of still farther perplexing other 

questions which were now pending. ‘The President | 

had, in his message to Congress, made the same | 


announcementas is made by this resolution. Why 
should we not, for the present, be satisfied with this 
announcement? He knew that the views thrown 
out by Mr. Monroe, on this subject, did not meet 
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addressed Congress, should Congress remain si- 
lent, that silence would be a negation of what the 
President has laid down—a declaration to all Eu- 
rope that, as far as this principle is in question, it 
Is not recognised by the people of the United 
States, so far as the legislative branch is concern- 
ed. This isa proposition not found floating in 
the air, liable to be caught up at random, and 
brought before the Senate, but presented by the 
President, in the performance of the duty specifi- 
cally enjomed on him by a clause im the Constitu- 
tion, for the consideration and sanction of Con- 
gress. It is, therefore, substantially before Con- 
eress—before Congress under circumstances which 
will make the silence of Congress amount to a ne- 
gation of the principle laid down by the President. 
How far this principle ought to be extended, and 
what is the precise character of the interference 
which ought to be deemed sufficient to justify this 
declaration on our part, are subjects for the delib- 
eration and decision of this body. These will 
properly arise, whenever the Senate shall think 


| proper to take up the subject for consideration, and 


then Senators who may entertain diverse opinions 
on these points, will have the opportunity of illus- 
trating their views in propositions to amend the 
resolution, if it shall be deemed amendable. 

But in regard to the material principle laid down 
in the Messaze of President Monroe, twenty-one 
years ago, which had been before the people, and 
which was sanctioned by President Polk in his 
Message, as to the propriety of that principle, he 
believe.t there could be no hesitation, even o» the 
part of the scrupulous Senator from South Caro- 
lina. But he (Mr. A.) felt he was not at liberty 
to go into this question at large, nor was it his in- 
tention to do so. He had not asked the immediate 
action of the Senate upon the resolutions. He 
had merely introduced them in the form of a joint 


i! resolution, which would come up in its natural 


with the approval of some wise heads In this coun- | 


try. He was then comparatively young in expe- 
rience, and they were approved by him; but he had 
understood that nevotiators who were then abroad 
complained that it had produced an unfavorable 
effect on certain claims which were awaiting ad- 
justment. Certainly, no practical benefit had re- 
sulted from the declaration, as it had been followed 


by no action on the part of our Government. In | 


a great crisis, like the present, he was afraid that 
we were disposed to act without that solemn delib- 


‘eration and forethought which the exigencies of | 


Resolved, That Congress thus concurring with the Presi- | 


dent, and sensible that this subject has been forced upon the 
attention of the United States by recent events so signifi- 
cant as to make it impossible for this Government longer to 
remain silent, without being ready to submit to, and even 


to invite, the enforcement of this dangerous doctrine, do 


hereby solemnly declare to the civilized world the unalter- 


able resolution of the United States to adhere to and to en- | 


force the principle, that any effort of the Powers of Europe 


to intermeddle in the social organization or political arrange- | 


ments of the Independent nations of America, or further to 
extend the European system of Government upon this con- 
lnent by the establishment or new Colonies, would be in- 
compatible with the independent existence of the nations, 
and dangerous to the liberties of the people of America, 
and therefore woul] incur, as by the right of self-preserva- 


tion it would justify, the prompt resistance of the United | 


States, 


Objections were heard from several quarters, as | 
the question was about to be put on its first read- | 


ing; when 


Mr. JARNAGIN asked if leave to introduce | 


the resolution had been granted. 

The CHAIR replied that the question of leave 
had been taken for granted. 

Mr. ALLEN asked that it might be read a first 
and second time, for the purpose of reference. 

Objections were again made, when 

Mr. CALHOUN expressed a hope that a reso- 
lution which appeared to be of great importance 
would not be introduced without the question of 
leave being first decided. He trusted that it would 
not be taken for granted. He did not himself com- 
prenead the full import of the resolution; and he 

‘leved there were not five Senators who did. He 
called for the reading. 


The resolution was again read; when 


the times required of us. We appear to have reach- 


ed a point at which two roads branch off before us, | 


the one leading to the right, and the other to the | 


left, and fatal may be the consequences if, instead of 


a wise and well considered selection of our course, | 
we hastily and rashly choose the path of error and | 


danger. On the measures of this session may de- 
pend the destiny of our country. He was for sol- 
emn deliberation even on the question of receiving 
such a resolution as this. He regretted that the 


| chairman on Foreign Relations had introduced it, | 


as he would prefer to leave the matter where the 


the Senator from Ohio would not urge the introduc- 


| tion of his resolution at this time. 


Mr. ALLEN said he had not been without ap- 


| prehension that even this proposition might en- 





Mr. EVANS asked what was the question be- | 


fore the Senate ? 


| this opposition. 


counter opposition. But he was certainly not pre- 


order in a day or two, in the form of a law, whieh 
would require all the tardy solemnity of the law 
before it should reach its consummation. He de- 
signed, if the Senate did not turn his preposition 
out of doors, to move its reference to the Commit- 
tee on Foreign Relations, where he desired that 
it should receive the investigation the gravity of the 
subject deserved; and that a report should be made 
indicative of the sense of the Senate on the sub- 
ject. It would then come to the Senate for its final 
consideration and action. That was all he desired. 
He had never before heard of any objection to the 
introduction of a measure which had been brought 
to the attention of Congress in the solemn form of 
an Executive message. One case, he believed, had 
occurred, in which objection was made to a bill 
relative to something connected with the Bank of 
the United States. That was a totally different 
affair. He had never heard objections stated to 
the introduction of a measure recommended by an 
Executive message, so as to prevent the considera- 
tion due to its source. The Senator from South 
Carolina thought that, at that particular time, they 
should remain silent; but in his (Mr. A.’s) judg- 


| ment, this was the particular time when a consid- 
President had placed it. He hoped, therefore, that | 


eration of the resolutions was called for. He 
believed the Annual Message of Mr. Polk had re- 
ceived the approbation of the American people to 


as great an extent as any document which ever 


pared to believe that on the mere question of leave || 


to introduce his resolution, he should meet with 


time, to go into a discussion of the principles im- 
bodied in the resolution, or to reply to the sagges- 


It was not his purpose, at this | 


' tions which had been urged by the Senator from | 


South Carolina, further than to say, that the Presi- | 


| dent having recommended this subject to the con- 


sideration of Congress, if Congress should remain | 


| silent, and thus leave the declaration of the Pres- 
| ident unsupported by the balance of the Govern- 
| ment, what then would be the condition of the 


case? The President acting in conformity with the 
obligations of the Constitution, which require him 
annually to communicate his views relating to 
public affairs to Congress, communicates to Con- 


gress, in his Annual Message, certain acts of for- | 


eign powers calculated injuriously to affect the in- 


| terests of our country and which he regards as of 
| sufficient importance to require a specific announce- 


ment. By the Constitution he is required to make 
this communication to Congress. 


emanated from a public functionary of the United 
States. His declaration on the subject would be 
found substantially a reiteration of the declaration 
made by Mr. Monroe; and, as far as his observa- 
tion went, it never had encountered opposition 
from any American mind. ‘That he conceived a 
very substantial reason for the presentation of the 
subject. 

nd now a word as to the timing of the matter. 
The language of the President is as follows : 


‘* In the existing circumstances of the world, the 
‘present is deemed a proper occasion to reiterate 
‘and reailirm the principle avowed by Mr. Mon- 
‘roe, and to state my cordial concurrence in its 
‘wisdom and sound policy. The reassertion of 
‘this principle, especially in reference to North 
‘ America, is at this day but the promulgation of a 
‘ policy which no European Power should cherish 


_* the disposition to resist.’”-—President Polk’s Mes- 


Therefore he |) 


sage. 


The President, {continued Mr. A.,) in his Mes- 
sage to Congress, said he deemed it imperative on 
him, in the existing circumstances of the world, to 


' has addressed himself to Congress; and having so '' reiterate the principle—to call the attention of Con- 
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jut he (Mr. A.) would not go into the deep waters 

which the quesuon opens up; he would not go into 
the deep reasons of state founded upon the necessity 
of looking to the preservation of national existence, 
which arise out of the consideration of this great 
and momentous subject. He would not now un- 
dertake to review the present syetem of European 
policy in relation to this continent, and the views 
of their statesmen in reference to the balance of 
power. ‘Those were questions which, he trusted, 
would subsequently receive, during the present 
session, the considerstion of the Senate of the Uni- 
ted States. If there was a disposition not to re- 
ceive the resolutions—if there was any feeling of 
resistence to them—he would be content with the 
decision in the form of the ayes and noes of the 
body, so that the resolution and the votes should 
siand on record, in the Journal of this body, as tes- 
timony ef his own views of the matters embraced 
in his proposition. 

Mr. CALHOUN remarked that the manner in 
which the resolution was introduced struck him as 
extraordinary. Notwithstanding the Senator from 
Ohio was the chairman of the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, to which that part of the President's 
Message had been referred, he had introduced, as 
he (Mr. ©.) understood, the resolution on his own 
authority, without consultation with the other mem- 
bers on the subject referred, 

Mr. ALLEN said it was his own proposition. 

Mr. CALHOUN observed that there was no pre- 
cedent to be found, and he questioned whether the 
resolution was notentirely out of order. Had other 
members of the committee been consulted? Had 
the Senator from Michigan, [Mr. Cass,] the oldest 
member of the committee, and whose long expe- 
rience in our foreign affairs entited his opinions to 
respect? Had his gallant friend from Arkansas, 
{Mr. Sevier,] or any other member? No. The 
resoluuion was introduced on the authority of the 
chairman of the committee, as he had just acknow- 
ledged, without consulting a single member. He 
{[Mr. Auven] had taken up a part of the Annual 
Message on his own authority, and that, too, com- 

rising one of the greatest subjects inthe Message. 

f this course were proper, why not take up every 
other subject in the same manner? If there were 
no other reasons why we should not give leave for 
the introduction of the resolution, this of itself would 
be sufficient. The chairman had asserted that 
twenty-one years had clapsed since Mr. Monroe 
had announced a similar opinion; and that it had 
settled the opinion of the American people with 
reference to it. Why, then, was this resolution 
introduced, unless it was designed to produce effect 
on other questions? For himself he intended to 
speak without disguise. 
resolution was designed to have, and he well knew 
where he stood on the questions mvolved. He had 
taken his stand on the questions intended to be af- 
fected. He was for peace, if it could be honorably 
preserved; and he would not be forced to counte- 
nance any measure which would render more diffi- 
cultan honorable adjustment between the two coun- 
tries on the Oregon question. 

tie was against the resolution, unless Senators 
were prepared to go on and meet all contingencies 
which might result. If so, we would be compelled 
to take this stand: put forth all our strength, be- 
come a great military Government, and take meas- 
ures to repel all foreign interference with the affairs 
of this continent. With great deference to the 
Senator from Ohio, if he was really in earnest in 
his desire to carry into effect the principle involved 
in his resolution, instead of introducing it in a gen- 
eral form, he ought te introduce one calling on the 
Government at once to interfere in behalf of Bue- 
nos Ayres, to be prepared to take that Republic 
under our protection, and repel the interference of 
France in her concerns. It was the part of wis- 
dom to select wise ends in a wise manner. No 
wise man, with a full understanding of the subject, 
would pledge himself, by declaration, to do that 
which was beyond the power of execution, and 
without mature reflection as to the consequences. 
There would be no dignity in it. True dignity 
consists in making no declaration which we are 
hot prepared to maimtain. If we make the declara- 
tion, we ought to be prepared to carry it into effect 
against all opposition. He was directly opposed 
to granting leave to introduce the resolution; and 


before he resumed his seat, he would ask for the 
eas and nays. 


} 
gress to the subject, not a century hence, but now, 


He knew the bearing the | 


the question of order. 


Mr. JARNAGIN said that his objection to the | 


resolution originated in no disposition to show a 
want of courtesy towards the Senator from Ohio. 
He was not prepared at this time to vote on the ap- 
plication for leave to introduce it;ghe did not know 
what might be the effect of the vote. That he 
might have time to make inquiry and reflect upon 
the subject, he moved that the motion for leave be 
laid upon the table, and asked for the yeas and 
nays. 

Mr. CASS inquired whether this did not pre- 
clude discussion; and 

The PRESIDENT replied that the motion was 
not debatable. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN remarked that this would 
not prevent the Senator from calling it up here 
after. 

Mr. ALLEN said he wished it to be understood 
that he should consider the vote to be taken as final 
on the resolution, 

‘The question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr. Jarnaain, and was decided as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Berrien, Cal- 
houn, Chalmers, 'T’. Clayton, J. M. Clayton, Cor- 
win, Crittenden, Davis, Dayton, Evans, Greene, 
Haywood, Huntington, Jarnagin, Johnson of Ma- 
ryland, Johnson of Louisiana, MeDuflie, _Man- 
gum, Miller, Pearce, Phelps, Simmons, Upham, 
Webster, Westcott, and Woodbridge—2s, 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atherton, Ben- 
ton, Breese, Bright, Cameron, Cass, Colquitt, 
Dickinson, Dix, lairfield, Hannegan, Jenness, 
Lewis, Niles, Pennybacker, Semple, Sevier, Stur- 
geon, Turney, and Yulee—23. 

So the motion for leave was laid on the table. 

OREGON. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN said he wished to obtain 
the leave of the Senate to introduce a resolution. 
He had given no notice, it was true; and he de- 
signed to inake no remarks at present. If leave 
should he granted, he would move to have the 
resolution printed, and postpone its consideration 
unul the 10th of February, that it might be taken 
up with the other propositions on that day. ‘The 
resolution was read as follows : 


A Resolution concerning the Territory of Oregon. 

Whereas, by the convention concluded the 20th day of 
October, Isis, between the United States of America and 
the King of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and I[re- 
land, for the period of ten years, and afterwards indefinitety 
extended and continued in force by another convention of 
the same parties, concluded the 6th day of August, 1827, it 
was agreed that any country that ws claimed by either party 
on the northwest coast of America, west of the Stony or 
tocky mountains, commonly cailed the Oregon Territory, 
should, together with its harbors, bays, and creeks, and the 
navigation of all rivers within the same, be “ free and open”? 
to the vessels, citizens, and subjects of the two Powers, but 
without prejudice to any claim which either of the parties 
might have to any part of said country; and with this turther 
provision in the third article of the said convention of the 
6th of August, 1827, that either party might abrogate and 
annul the said convention, on giving due notice of twelve 
months to the other contracting party: 

And whereas it has now become desirable that the respec- 
tive claims of the United Siates and Great Britain should be 
definitely settled; and that said territory may no longer than 
need be remain subject to the evil consequences of the di- 
vided allegiance of its American and British population, and 
of the confusion and conflicts of national jurisdictions, dan- 


gerous to the cheri-hed peace and good understanding of the | 


two countries: 

With a view, therefore, that steps be taken for the abroga- 
tion of the said convention of the 6th of August, 1827, in 
the mode prescribed in its second article, and that the atten- 
tion of the Governments of both may be the more earnestly 
and immediately directed to renewed efiorts for the settle- 
ment of all their differences and disputes in respect to said 
territory : 

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
the President of the United States be, and he is hereby, au- 
thorized at his discretion to give to the British Government 
the notice required by its said second article for the abro- 
gation of said convention of the 6th August, 1827: Provided, 
however, That in order to afford ample time and opportunity 
for the amicable settlement and adjustment of all their dif- 
fefences and disputes in respect to said territory, said notice 
ought not to be given till after the close of the present ses- 
sion of Congress. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN asked leave of the Senate 
to introduce the resolution. 

The PRESIDENT remarked that it required the 
unanimous consent of the Senate. 

Mr. CALHOUN merely made a suggestion on 
He considered the parlia- 


_mentary rule as established, that when a question 


was in the possession of the House, no other prop- 


|| osition on the same subject could be received un- 
| til that was disposed of; and that the only way a 


similar proposition could be brought up was in the 
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form of an amendment to the original measyy, 
This rule had beer departed from, he knew. ;, 
the other House, and to a certain extent in tic 
to the great inconvenience of the proceedinos of 
each. He would suggest to the Senator, in ley 
of introducing this resolution as an independer 
measure, to give notice that when the resolutions 
from the Committee on Foreign Relations s)jq\) 
come up, he will move his resolution as an ame 
ment. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN remarked that he was yo: 
much acquainted with questions of order; but |e 
merely intended, if the Senate gave him leave , 
introduce the resolution, to move that it be print. 
ed, and that it be postponed till the 10th of Febru- 
ary, or whenever the resolutions of the Commi:- 
tee on Foreign Relations should be taken up for 
consideration, when he would move his proposi- 
tion as an amendment or substitute. 

Mr. CALHOUN made no objection, but had 
merely suggested the parliamentary course. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN said he intended to ey. 
form to the course, in substance, as proposed by 
the gentleman from South Carolina. 

The resolution was, by unanimous consent, » 
ceived, read a first and second time, ordered to |x 
printed, and made the order of the day for the 10th 
of February. 


na 
iid- 


RESOLUTIONS. 


Mr. BREESE moved that the report of the 
Secretary of War in relation to the mineral lands 
in the State of Llhnois, communicated yesterday, 
be printed, and referred to the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands; which motion was adopted. 

Mr. PENNYBACKER presented the following 
resolution, which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of so 
amending the act entitled “An act making pro- 
‘ vision for the payment of pensions to the execu 
‘tors or administrators of deceased pensioners, in 
‘ certain cases,” approved June 19, 1840, as to ex 
tend the provisions of the same to the cases of 
persons entitled to pensions, but who have dicd 
or shall die before their claims for pensions have 
been allowed or shall be allowed by the War De- 
partment. 


Mr. BREESE presented the following resolu- 
tion; which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instracted to inquire whether any, and, if aiy, 
what further legislation is necessary to secure the 
title in the confirmees, or their heirs respectively, 
to certain lands confirmed by the Governors of the 
Northwestern, Indiana, and Illinois ‘Territories, 
and to report by bill or otherwise; and also to in- 
quire into the expediency of establishing a Board 
of Commissioners, with power to examine and de- 
termine all cases of suspended patents, where, un 
der the existing laws, the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office is not allowed to act. 


Mr. WOODBRIDGE presented the following 
resolution; which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War report to 
the Senate what further measures are necessary, !! 
any, in order to secure the inland communication 
from Fort Gratiot and the works now 1n progress 
of completion at Sand Hill, on the Detroit river; 
and also, with that view, as to the expediency ‘ 
rendering more permanently convenient and avail- 
able the military road formerly laid out from Fort 
Gratiot to Detroit; and of extending the same 
said military works at Sandy Hill, and thence to 
the United States arsenal at Dearbornville. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 
Mr. PEARCE, from the Committee on Pen- 


sions, to which was referred the petitions of W il. 
liam Butterfield, James Robinson, and Talcott Read, 
asking pensions, made adverse reports thereon; 
which were ordered to be printed. _ 
Mr. ASHLEY, from the Committee on sae 
_ sions, reported a bill granting a pension to Richard 
' Elliott; which was read, and the accompany!!5 
"report was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SEVIER rose and said that, a day or tw° 
since, he had objected to the proposition to excus® 
Mr. Turney from further service on the ee ee 
‘on Claims, and he still hoped that he [Mr. ?.) 
| would reconsider his intention, and remain on Ss 
| committee. 


. 7 ” re - 
In compliance, however, with the 


quest of the gentleman from ‘Tennessee, [Mr- T..] 
he withdrew his objection. 
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he question being then taken, Mr. Turney was 
“— SEVIER moved that the vacancy occa- 
sioned on the Committee on Claims by the resig- 
nation of Mr. Turyey, be filled by nomination by 
the Chair; which motion was agreed to, The Pres- 
ident did not, however, make an appointment. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 











The adverse report made by the Committee on 


Indian Affairs on the petition of Catlin, Peo les, 
& Co., asking remuneration | for loss sustained by 
them from Creek Indians in 1836, was taken up 
for action; when 

Mr. BAGBY said that the committee were sat- 
isfied that the petitioners had sustained loss to the 
amount a in their petition, but not under cir- 
cumstances Which would entitle them to the relief 
sought. 

The report was adopted, and the claim disal- 
lowed. 


INUNDATED LANDS ON MISSISSIPPI RIVER. 


The following resolution, reported yesterday by 
the Committee on the Public Lands, was taken up 
for action: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to cause an examination to be made of the 
public lands subject to the overflowing of the Mis- 
sissippi river between Memphis and Vicksburg, 
with an estimate of the probabie amount required 
to protect them from such overflow, and the quan- 
tity of lands which will thereby become saleable, 
and reporta plan for such protection, if practicable, 
at the present session of Congress, or at an early 
day of the next session. 

On the suggestion of Mr. JOHNSON, of Louis- 
iana, the consideration of the resolution was post- 
poned. 

NATIONAL ARMORY. 

The * Bill to establish a national armory at the 
«Suck on the Tennessee river, in the State of Ten- 
*nessee,”? was read a second time, and referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 


PRE-EMPTION SYSTEM, &e. 


The ‘ Bill to establish a general pre-emption 
‘system in favor of actual settlers on the public 


‘lands,’’ was, on motion of Mr. BREESE, passed 


by informally. ‘ 
The ** Bill for the relief of Nathaniel Goddard & 


Co.” was read a second time, and considered as 
in committee of the whole. 
Mr. SPEIGHT called for the reading of the re- 


port made thereon by the Committee on Claims ; 
which was ordered. 


After some desultory debate between Messrs. J. 


M.CLAYTON,TURNEY, BAGBY, SPEIGHT, 
and JOHNSON of Maryland, 


_ Mr. ALLEN moved to lay the bill on the table, | 
in order to enable the Senate to proceed to the con- | 
sideration of Executive business; which motion was | 


negatived, and the bill was, by consent, passed by 
iformally. 

The Senate proceeded into Executive session; 
and, after some time spent therein, (during which 


one or two nominations were confirmed,) the doors | 


were opened, 
And the Senate adjourned. 








HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, January 14, 1846. 


The Journal of yesterday was read in part, and | 


(the further reading having been dispensed with) 
approved. 


Mr. Pueips, member elect from the State of 


Missouri, appeared, was qualified, and took his || 


Seat, 


The SPEAKER announced that the business 
first in order would be the call of the committees 
for reports. 

OREGON. 


_ On motion of Mr. PETTIT, the House resolved 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, Mr. Trssatts in the chair, and resumed 
the consideration of the joint resolution heretofore 
reported by Mr. C. J. Incersout, from the Com- 


} 


| 


| 


{ 


(afier a moment's interruption) proceeded to ad- 
dress the committee. He said— 
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Mr. Cuarroan: In the intense anxiety of nu- 


merous members of the House to address the 
, committee upon this momentous question, a pro- 
per estimate of my personal position and influ- 
ence would require me to listen rather than to 
speak. A discussion of this character, main- 
tained for so long a time, must have an impor- 
tant and immediate influence upon the business 
occupations and interests of the people of this 
vast country. But this influence, great as it is, 
and by no means to be overlooked or despise d, is 
but dust in the balance, compared with those eraver 
consequences which will result to this country and 
the world, if the fears of many gentlemen should 
| be realized, and war should follow. Stupendous 
conflicts of nations and systems—conflicts which 
will shake, not only this country, but this globe to 
its centre—may possibly hang upon the issue of 
this debate. 

I approach this subject of overwhelming mag- 
nitude with a perfect Knowledge of the slight influ- 
ence My opinions can be expected to have, either 
upon this House or the country; yet, representing 
a district of some importance, both in its agricul- 
tural and commercial interests—a distriet compris- 
ing a portion of the people of a State whose sons 
have acquired some laurels in war, as well as some 
distinction in the more quiet walks of peacetul 
statesmanship—lI feel it to be my duty to trouble 
the committee with my views upon the subject now 
under discussion. The people of Tennessee will 
not be backward to express their opinions—they 
will not be fearful to maintain them, in whatever 
manner and to whatever extent the occasion may 
require. I speak for myself. I think I can speak 
for those of my colleagues with whom I am asso- 
ciated as a member of the same party. I hope I 
can speak also for those with whom I am not thus 
associated. Atany rate, 1 hope at least to hear 
from them before this discussion shall close, and 
that their views will exhibit a noble patriotism, 
which, upon a great question, involving the honor 
and interest of the whole nation, will forget all 
personal and party distinctions, and support the 


cause of their country with all their known tal- | 


ents, and with all the ardor and devotion of Ten- 
nesseeans. 

Mr. Chairman, there seems to be little diversity 
| of opinion here as to the question of title between 
| Great Britain and the United States. I believe the 
recent correspondence between the respective Pleni- 
potentiaries of the two countries, will convince the 
, Impartial judgment of the world that we are right- 
fully entitled to the whole Territory of Oregon, 
according to the principles adopted by European 
nations in reference to the appropriation of the 
American continent. 1 express no opinion as to the 
justice of those principles; I assert only, that even 
according to them, the whole of Oregon is ours. I 
shall follow the example of nearly all the gentle- 
men who have necended me in this discussion, in 


— incidentally, in another part of my remarks. 
he only question which has given rise to any 


omitting any argument on the question of title, ex- | 


serious debate here, is that which properly arises | 


upon these resolutions—the propriety or impro- 
| priety of giving notice to Great Britain of the ter- 
‘mination of the existing convention between the 
'two Powers after a period of twelve months. 
This is the vital point of difference—the very 
' hinge upon which our deliberations must event- 
ually turn. And upon this great question, the 
widest and most irreconcilable differences prevail. 
It is asserted, and vehemently maintained, on one 
| side of the House, that to give this notice will in- 


| evitably involve the two nations in war; on the other, 
| it is maintained, with equal earnestness, that the 


the only possible means of bringing the matter 

e one hand gentlemen declare that they will take 
of our citizens in Oregon, unless this notice be 
given; while, on the other hand, gentlemen say 


they will do all these things—they will extend our 
laws, erect forts, provide men and arms, establish 


mittee on Foreign Affairs, providing for the twelve || Indian agencies and ee short, they will 


months’ notice to Great Britain of the termination || do everything else, 
of the convention between that Government and || tice. 


the United States respecting the Ores 
ing. 


and of the amendments thereto pen 


ut they will not give this no- 


measure proposed will not lead to war—that it is | 
: ey, to afavorable and peaceful termination. On | 
t 


no step for the extension of our laws or the security | 


Sir, these are grave questions—questions || 
on Territory; | upon which gentlemen may well differ without any 
| just imputation upon their patriotism. 


E. 


Mr. STANTON was entitled to the floor, and | Itis my intention, for the time allotted me by the 
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rules of the House, to endeavor to discuss these 
questions, stripping them of every irrelevant con- 
sideration, and, to the best of my ability, to arrive 
ata conclusion which shall be supported by reason 
and fortified by argument. 

I maintain, sir, that the notice proposed to be 
given to Great Britain cannot, of itself, be consid- 
ered a war measure, The rival claimants them- 
selves have incorporated into the convention which 
we seek to terminate, a provision authorizing either 
party, at any moment, to do the very aet which 
these resolutions are designed to effect. How can 
it be a war measure simply to perform the solemn 
stipulations of an existing treaty? So far from 
such a conclusion being at all justifiable, there is, 
on the contrary, not the least unfriendliness in the 
measure recommended by the President, and re- 
ported by the distinguished chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs. It is astipulated right, 
which England may exercise at any moment with 
out any provocation to us, and which we may like- 
wise claim without giving her any just cause of 
offence. Is not this proposition clear? And yet 
gentlemen have repeatedly and boldly asserted the 
contrary. | demand to know why this measure 
ix called a war measure. I require, at least, some 
attempt at plausible reasoning to sustain the asser- 
tion. I have listened with the utmost attention to 
the areunients of some of the most distinruished 
rentlemen on this floor. L heard them assert again 
and again, that this measure is equivalent to war, 
and I hoped they would allege some reason for the 
assertion. | was wholly disappointed, ‘This as- 
sumption was made the basis of almost the whole 
of their arguments; and yet, | must confess, l was 
unable to see the strength of the foundation upon 
which their beautiful superstructures were reared. 
I maintain, sir, that the burden of proof and of ar- 
gument rests upon them. Before we can assent to 
their proposition, they must make at least a prima 
facie case, and show why a measure provided for 
in the existing convention between the contending 
parties, can be considered a warlike procedure. I 
invite any gentleman to take up the argument where 
they have leftit, and make good the assertion which 
they have evidently failed to sustain. 

The distinguished and eloquent gentleman from 
Alabama [Mr. Yancey] asserted that the conven- 
tion was adopted as a substitute for war, leaving 
the inference to be drawn, that in the absence of 
the convention, war must necessarily have follow- 
ed. Icannot admit either the statement or the in- 
ference. It does by no means follow, that becanse 
the two nations could not immediately agree upon 
terms of adjustment, war must necessarily ensue, 
without an agreement for joint rights within the 
disputed territory. I consider the conventions to 
have been unfortunate concessions on our part, 
tending to lengthen and complicate the negotia- 
tions, and to delay and. render more difficult and 
dangerous the final adjustment of the question. It 
was an expedient, adopted in an evil hour, to put 
off a matter which must have forced a speedy and 
peaceable settlement of itself, had it not been the 
subject of these unfortunate agreements, 

he same gentleman also declared that “ Eng- 
‘land’s rejection of our offers proves that war 
‘would have followed but for the conventions.”’ 
There is as little foundation for this assertion as 
for the other. If this proposition be true, its con- 
verse may likewise be affirmed; and it follows that 
we would have gone to war upon our own rejection 
of England’s offers. But, sir, the rejection of an 


| offer, on one side or the other, does not preclude 


further offers, nor does it necessarily imply that 
the parties will then resort to the last dread alter- 
native of war. It does not preclude the possibility 


that one party will, at the critical moment, abandon 


its unjust claims, and leave the other to the enjoy- 
ment of its rights. Surely, sir, there is nothing in 
these assertions which can establish the propriety 
of entering into, or continuing, an agreement, the 
only effect of which has been, and will continue to 
be, to involve the parties in relations more complex 
and difficult of settlement than before. 
Nevertheless, sir, I must acknowledge that, if 
England persists in attempting to hold all the ter- 
ritory north of the Columbia river, or any portion 
of it south of the 49th parallel of latitude, war must 
necessarily come. But this will not be on account 
of notice; war will ensue under these circumstan- 
ces, with or without notice. We can never submit 
to such a claim on the part of England. The war 
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der of this Capitol. I say it would be a war of in- 
vasion. And to show my exact meaning, | must 
he permitted to digress here for a while, to make 
some statements in reference to the title. I hold 
that England has no just title to any vortion of Ore- 
gon. But her most plausible ground of pretension 
would be by that of contiguity, extending her pos- 
sessions in North America by the 49th parallel to 
the Pacific. Now, if the Canadas actually extend- 
ed on the line of 49° to the Rocky mountains, and 
the English Government were actually present with 
its people and its power on the north of that line, 
and the two nations stood upon equal footing in 


regard to other sources of title, then England might 


justly claim to extend her territor y on that line to 


the ocean. But none of these conditions actually 
exist. ‘The Canadas do not extend on that line 
to the Rocky mountains ; England is not present 
with her people and her government on this conti- 
nent; and she does not stand upon an equal footing 
as to other grounds of tile. ‘The country contiou- 
ous to that part of Oreron north of 499, is the 
possession of the Tludson Bay Company, and 
cannot be extended by this | rinciple of contiguity. 
The argument in this respect has late ly be en placed 
ina strong light. ‘That company is a mere incor- 


i Rates gata: Se 
poration, and is subject to the limits prescribed by 
{ 


‘ } ° 


tts charter, which is the law of itscreation. That 
charter origin lly confined the « mpany to Elud- 
son’s bay and its tributaries; and these limits can- 


not by any torture of construction be extended to 
those waters which fall over on the other side of 
the Rocky mountains into the Pacific ocean. An 
artificial person, @ corporation, cannot overleap its 
preseribed powers; it cannot, therefore, extend its 
territories by the principle of contiguity. This is 
a well-settled principle of English common law; it 
18 a principle which may well be adopted—indced 
must be admitted—into the law of nations. 

But T assume higher ground: |] maintain, if this 
principle did not stand in the way—if the charter 
of the company as originally granted did not cir- 
cumscribe its limits within that vast basin in the 
upper part of North America of which Hudson’s 
bay is the centre, still it is not just, it never can be 
admitted, that a nation on another continent shall 
extend its possessions on this by contiguity. If 
the Canadas themselves bordered on this disputed 
country, and the circumstances of the two coun- 
tries were otherwise equal, I should earnestly dis- 
pute the applicability of this principle. In the very 
nature of things it is wrong. Sir, the magnetic 
wires cannot be extended across the Atlantic ocean 
—the all pervading influence of electricity is stopped 
there, and its mysterious voice is drowned in the 
noise of the surge that beats our shore. Is the in- 
visible power of England more penetrating and 
pervading than the universal agent I have named ? 
Or rather, do the silent emanations of her power 
circulate around the whole globe, (like those mighty 
currents which give polarity to the earth and direct 
the needle,) causing every interest in every land, 
to turn trembling upon its centre, and point to 
London as its pole? Are there no barriers? Do 
its intangible links extend through all oceans, over 
all lands, enabling her to grasp new countries, and 
divide them with contiguous powers, because she 
has a foothold by their side? The law which 
makes the ocean a barrier to instantaneous com- 
munication between nations—the law of nature, 
which has separated continents by interposing vast 
abysses, forbids that nations on one continent shall 
have rights on another by implication, extension, 
contiguity, or by any other invisible, intangible, 
metaphysical principle whatever. England has 
attempted to carry out on this continent, by diplo- 
macy, the principles which she has established by 
the sword in her East India aggression. It re- 
mains to be seen whether, when diplomacy fails, 
she will attempt to use the same means here. ‘The 


United States owe it to themselves—they owe it to | 


this continent, and the world—to resist ‘the appli- 
cation of those principles. The powers of the Old 


World, upon the discovery of this continent, | 


adopted principles for its division among them- 
selves; they may have been bound to each other 
for the maintenance of those principles. Nay, 


those principles may have been just and wise in | 


their application to such nations, distant as they 
were from the wild and uncultivated countries 
which they sought to appropriate. Yet it does not 
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P j 
which she may wage in asserting that claim will | 
be a war of aggression and invasion—a war which 
we must mect, a8 we would surely meet the inva- 


follow that we are to be bound by these conven- | 


tional arrangements. Our relations to this conti- 
nent ere widely different. We have arisen here, | 
a mighty nation, fast approaching, and destined 
soon to surpass, the greatness of any European 
power. We have undisputed sige sedeenalen 
of a large portion of this continent, and neither rea- 
son nor authority will admit that the government 
of any unappropriated portion of it should be trans- 
ferred to a distant nation. 

I hope I shall be understood. I do not mean to 
adopt that ground of title which had been assum- 
ed here by some gentlemen, under the imposing 
name of manifest destiny. It was the manifest des- 
tiny of England to spread her empire over a large 
portion of this continent, and of Asia. But that 
destiny, made manifest by complete fulfilment and 
perfect realization, neither commends itself to our 
minds as right, nor does it justify the arbitrary and 
oppressive measures by which it has been achieved. 
I believe it is our destiny to possess the whole of | 
Orezon; but this destiny does not make it right; it 
is our destiny, because it is right. it is not neces- 

ry to name the principle t have attempted to state, 
nor does it require any course of reasoning to es- 
tablish it. It is one of those propositions of which 
the bare statement carries conviction to the mind. 
It is an axiom in political science, as applied to this 
continent, and must receive universal assent, be- 
cause it is hased upon the law of nature. It is the | 

me principle, in effect, which Mr. Monroe stated 
when he denied the right of European nations to | 
make further colonies on this continent, and which 
the President, in his late Message, has again so 

ppropriately and opportunely asserted in the face 
of the world. 

If there be any force in my reasoning, Mr. 
Chairman, it follows as a clear inference thata 
war prosecuted by Great Britain fur any part of 
Oreron would be a war of aggression. And it 
would be a monstrous usurpation, a gross and 
blasting shame to humanity, surpassing all the 
bounds of ordinary crime, if England should de- 
termine to wage war upon us for any part of the 
territory below the 49th parallel. And, sir, I repeat, 
if such be the disposition of the British Govern- 
ment, if such be her foregone determination, the 
war must and will come, with or without notice. 
England would be responsible to the world—to 
ileaven—for the disastrous consequences of such 
awar. It would be but another crime of fearful 
magnitude added to that already mountainous mass 


of fraud and havoe by which England has hereto- | 
fore extended her power, and by which she now || 
maintains it. Did some gentleman say her crimes | 


were represented by a vast pyramid of human 
skulls? I say, sir, rather by a huge pyramid of 
human hearts, living, yet bleeding in agony, as 
they are torn from the reeking bosoms of the toil- 
ing, fighting millions! 

It is said, if this war comes, it will be no ordi- 
nary war—it will be a war in which the despot- 


isms of the Old World will struggle in deadly con- | 


flict with the freedom of the New. And it has been 


asserted here that in this contest liberty will bite | 


the ground, and go down forever. Sir, those who 
take this view leave out of the calculation one most 
important element. They seem to forget that we 
shall have the sympathies of the masses in all na- 
tions—that the people who bear the burden of op- 
pression, and who so frequently seek to escape to 
this country from the merciless exactions of Gov- 
ernments that sustain themselves by immense stand- 
ing armies, will not willingly battle in the cause of 
tyranny against that of footdote. They forget that 
Ireland is tumultuous; that Canada only waits fora 
fair opportunity to throw off the British yoke; that 
Louis Philippe cannot be expected to live much 
longer; and that the British people themselves are 
croaning restiessly under laws which deprive them 
of bread, and at the same time exact from them 
interest upon a debt of four thousand millions of 
dollars, as well as revenues to support a vast and 
splendid Government. Sir, when these things are 
duly weighed, the termination of such a contest may 


not be quite so unfavorable to us as some gentle- | 


men imagine. If war be fearful to us, it is equally 
formidable to England. She is not in a situation 
to court war. We never have, we never shall court 
it. 

Gentlemen speak of the preparation of England, 
and our want of it. They point to the steam fleet 
of that haughty nation, and tell us it will blow our 


navy out of the water, and demolish our cities. 1° 


| there are now spirits at work in this Capitol y 
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shall make but one remark on this subject. 


. It is 
| fortunate for us that we have not fritiered away 
our strength and our means in maintainins larce 


standing armies and building mighty fleets 
this is the age in which great inventions have ioe 
made. Man has been calling to his aid and ah. 
| duing to his purposes the tremendous powers of 
elemental nature; and if I am not greatly mista} 


> for 


ake n, 


. é ° . ca , whose 
inventions, sanctioned by scientific minds and ay 


| proved by practical men, will supersede any former 
- . d ‘ 
combination of forces, and render the boasted | 


2 
; ; srit- 
ish navy comparatively clumsy and powerless 
This Government may not have the wisdom to 


| adopt them. ‘That remains to be seen. At all 

events, sir, we never can, perhaps we never ought 
to be better prepared for war than we are at pre. 
sent, except when the occasion itself shal] impe- 
riously demand the preparation. It is only at, 
crisis like this, when we shall be suddenly broyo 
into danger of conflict with other Powers, that our 
sluggish energies will be awakened. Let the hour 
of action come, and this great nation will cyeare 
fleets and collect armies, with a celerity which will 
astonish the world. Sir, I hope the occasion wijj 
not come; I believe it will not, I know it cannot, 
unless England shall wantonly invade our richts, 

But gentlemen in this debate have endeavored 
to look into the future, and caleulate the ennse- 
quences of war to our free institutions. Doubtless 
var must tend to strengthen the central power, and 

| it cannot by any means be the element in which 
| our Institutions will flourish best. I deplore the 
havoc, the exhaustion, the taxes, the debt, that 
must be the result of such a struggle. Yet our 
| country was nurtured in war. Our institutions 
took their very start from the tumult of the bat- 
tle-field, and they have since been tried by an- 
other stern ordeal, in a conflict with the same pow- 
erful people. If it should be our fate again to be 
involved in the same calamity, does any gentleman 
believe the result will be the less glorious than in 
| the two former wars? If such fears steal into our 
hearts, the battle is already lost. If we must go 
into the conflict, let us at least go with our usual 
confidence in the stars which have ever led us to 
victory. 

I have argued that the proposed notice is not in 
itself a cause of war, and I think I have fully sus- 
tained the position. But gentlemen may say, al- 

though notice itself may not be a sufficient provo- 
| cation, the measures contemplated afterwards will 
be the cause of hostilities. What measures? Wil} 
it be the extension of our laws over our citizensin 
Oregon? England has long since done the same 
i thing. Will it be the erection of forts within the 
territory? England already has there her fortified 
stations. What measures have been proposed 
| which can possibly be objected to? Is it the occu- 
pation of Oregon by emigration from the United 
States? If this be the fancied cause of war, | do 
not see why we, who desire to give the notice, can 
be more responsible for it than they who oppose it: 
for not one of the opponents of this measure has 
failed to say that our population would finally settle 


ht 


| 
| 
i 


| the right to the whole of Oregon. Then, if I under- 


stand them correctly, they are for occupying the 
whole of Oregon as well as we. Some of them, in- 
deed, have expressed a perfect willingness to do 
| everything that has been proposed, except the giv- 
ing of this notice. I cannot but think there is some 
little inconsistency in these two positions. If those 
measures will excite England to war with notice, 
will they not do so without notice? Might not 
| England, perhaps, complain of a violation on our 
part of existing treaty stipulations? And would 
| not this be a pretext for war, which would not ex- 
| ist after the treaty shall have been terminated by 
‘| the stipulated notice? I ask, sir, what we have 
| proposed ‘to do, that all other gentlemen in this 
ouse are not willing to do, leaving out of view 
the notice? There is nothing, sir; and as the no- 
tice, of itself, is evidently not war, those gentlemen 
are as ready to plunge the countrv into a war 8s 
| we, for they would do everything of a warlike na- 
|, ture which we propose to do. — ; ss will 
‘| Mr. Chairman, I do not believe this notice w! 
|| produce war. IT believe, on the contrary, It will 
\tend to hasten the peaceable adjustment of the 
‘| question. Am I required to say why I believe 
| this ? I might,well answer, that we have been ne- 


|| gotiating under the existing convention for oe 
'| than a quarter of a century, and yet we have — 
no progress whatever in the business. I might 
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well argue that our experience has proved that the 
conventions, so fir from assisting the negotiations, 
have retarded them. — Sir, during this long period, 
the life of a generation, diplomacy has exhausted 
self. Itis ume to cease this di lomatic trifling. 
It is time to assert our rights, and firmly to main- 
tain them. In order to do this, we must change 
the face of things. We must alter the circumstan- 
ces by which we have heretofore been fettered. 
We must brush away the cobwebs which have been 
suflered to be woven over the subject, obscuring 
the vision both of England and ourselves. I ask 
if there be not force in this position? We have 
tried negotiation under these conventions for a 
neriod long enough to have settled a dozen such 
nuestions, if there had been any real disposition on 
both sides to settle it. Shall we not now try what 


success We shall have in the absence of these | 


conventions? ‘This course commends itself to our 
‘ydement. We have tried the one with complete 
failure—now let us try the other. May we not at 
least hope for better success in the altered circum- 
siances? What will be the force and power of the 
new circumstances which we propose to bring 
about? When this notice shall have been given, the 
United States and England will stand untrammelled 
_relieved from all embarrassing agreements what- 
ever—naked before the world—each standing upon 
its own proper rights. They will stand face to 
face, looking each other in the eye, and perfect] 
conscious of the dread alternative which will fol- 
low a failure to adjust the dispute by a treaty. 
They will deeply feel the absolute and pressing 
necessity of amicable action. Shall we not bring 
jt to this crisis. Does any one fear it? I ac- 
knowledge it is dangerous; but not more danger- 
ous than a tardy and temporizing policy. Here 
are Sylla and Charybdis. We must pass. Shall 
we not grasp the helm sternly and firmly, trusting 
to our prudence and skill to guide us through the 
dangerous abyss ?—or shall we beat about listless- 
ly, backwards and forwards, uncertain what shall 
be our course, yet perfectly conscious that sooner 
or later we must endure the peril? 

Sir, when things shall be brought to this point, 
must war necessarily follow? In the nineteenth 
century, with all its boasted civilization and moral- 
ity, must two great nations fear to come up boldly 
to the adjustment of a great question, lest a deadly 
conflict may ensue? Can England go to war in the 
face of the late correspondence between her Min- 
ister and ours? I assert she cannot, she will not. 
To maintain that she will, argues a want of con- 
fidence in the strength of our title, which nearly 
every gentleman here has admitted to be clear and 
unquestionable. When England shall see that 
this long-existing negotiation must be settled, 
promptly and fairly, she will be willing to make a 
setlement of it which we may honorably accept. 
The honorable gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. 
Coss,] who comes to the same conclusion that I 
do, said the other day that England would never 
accept the proposition made by Mr. Polk. Doubt- 
less she will not, so long as this convention shall 
remain. Perhaps it is not her interest to do so. 
Neither will she, as Mr. Polk in his Message 
declares, make any offer which we could possikly 
accept. But, sir, I have but little judgment if, 
when the convention shall be terminated, and this 
great question shall press upon her with the weight 
of adreadful alternative, she do not then agree 
to setile it upon terms which ought to be satisfac- 
tory to us, 
ened or bullied into terms; but I mean that she 
will be swayed by the same motives which ought 
to sway us—a desire to avoid war, and to adjust 
the difficulty upon a basis that shall be fair and 


onest. A distinguished gentleman from Virginia | 


(Mr. Hunter] has said he will not agree to give 
this notice, because, if it will not bring war, it will 


force the settlement of the question upon the basis | 


of the 49th parallel, and he is so well satisfied of 


the strength of our title to the whole, that he would | 


deplore such a settlement of the dispute. Sup- 


pose, sir, the next steamer from England should || emigration to set in that direction. Can our people || 


bring the news, in authentic form, that the British | 
Government had instructed Mr. Pakenham to ac- | 
cept the late offer of our Government, which he | 
id not accept when made: what would we then 
do? Would that gentleman—would any other 
gentleman on this floor—take the responsibility of 


refusing such an opportuity to dispose of tuis dan- || 


ferous business? Could any Administration jus- 


Wy itself before the country by such action in | 


1 do not mean that she will be fright- || 


| 
| 
| 


' 

} such an emergency? I know not what may be 
the feelings of the President on this subject; but 
for my own part, I should hesitate long, I should 
reflect deeply, before I would sacrifice the peace 
and prosperity of two great nations, upon such 
a point. But England must act promptly and 
speedily. Delay will justly justify us in asserting 
our right to the whole territory. And if we fight, 
we shall certainly fight for the whole—ay, sir, for 
more. Wecan make no more offers. Our Pres- 
ident has offered as much as any President ought 
ever to have offered—more than one should offer 
again. 

But, sir, how do these gentlemen propose to get 
the whole of Oregon by maintaining the present 
posture of affairs? Is the existing convention most 
favorable to us or to England, so far as the posses- 
sion of the country is concerned? In my judg- 
ment, England is strengthening herself every day. 
This she is doing in a double aspect. She is 
strengthening her pretended claim of title; for 
however well we may be satisfied that neither our 
ofiers of half the country to England by way of 

| compromise, nor these conventions which express 

| ly reserve the rights of each, aflect unfavorably 
our title; yet I aver there is not a gentleman on 
this floor who, upon the naked question of title, 
would not wish that these offers had never been 
made—that the two conventions had never been 
adopted. We may say that the treaty does not 
recognise the ‘ joint occupation,’’ yet we cannot 
rid ourselves of the feeling that some sort of joint 
rights are acknowledged. I believe, sir, the strong- 
est show of right which England can present is 
that which arises from this very thing. She argues, 
| because we have offered her much, she must be 
entitled to more. And she can say, with great 
plausibility, she is at least entitled to as much as 
we have offered her. 

Now, sir, the longer this convention exists, and 
the more frequent otfers we make her, the stronger 
will be her pretended claim. She will presently 


| set up a prescriptive right under the operation of 


the convention. I desire to prevent this as far as 
possible. Let us give the notice, in order to pre- 
vent things from growing worse with us. Let 
things at least remain as they will be now upon the 


| termination of this convention, since it will not 


better them to continue it. 

Bat it is not only in this manner that England 
is strengthening herself in the Oregon Territory: 
she is increasing her population; she is erecting 
fortifications; she is arming and manning them. It 
is well known there are no American settlements 
north of the Columbia river, and American citi- 


zens will not be permitted to settle there, if they 


should, under present circumstances, even desire 
todo so. But they will not do so, for the simple 
reason that they do not feel secure. They are not 
satisfied of the policy of this Government, in refer- 
ence to that part of the territory. “Sir, they will 
not settle there until this Government shall take 
some step which will assure them of its aid and 
protection against British power. 

I have already said we could never consent to 
surrender any portion of the territory below the 
forty-ninth parallel, and I have attempted to give 
my reasons for believing that England has no 
plausible pretext whatever for any claim of title 
south of that line. Now, it is well known, and I 
believe fully admitted, that unless we obtain the 
country at least to that line, we lose the most valu- 
able part of it; we get no valuable harbors; and, 
| so far as the commercial importance of the region 
| is concerned, we might as well give up the whole 

territory. This being the state of things, and Eng- 
land, through the Hudson Bay Company, having 
ossession of that part of the territory, what is to 

e the course of our emigration, if things remain 
as they are? I believe emigration will in a great 


Government would take this great step, and assert 
our title at least to some valuable portion, if not to 


| all the territory, which has caused the stream of 


| become strong there if they are shut out from the | 


| harbors, and in that way deprived of a l| 
|| pation in the advantages of commerce ? 


hat in- | 


| ducement is there for emigrants from the United | 


States to seek that country under such disadvan- 
| tages? The gentleman from Virginia spoke of the 
advancing population of our country proceeding 
euntiract on a line of a thousand leagues, at the 
rate of half a degree of longitude every year. Let 
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it be remembered, however, that this tide cannot 
advance over the Rocky mountains. The Pacific 
coast must first be settled, long before the in- 
tervening space can possibly be filled up. The 
tide that will roll onward from that quarter will 
meet the advancing tide from this. In my judg- 
ment, it is a chimera to suppose that the settle- 
ment of the country will be effected im any other 
way. Then, sir, the difficulty remains, how shall 
our people get a firm foothold in that territory ? 
You must clear the way for them; you must re- 
move the British forts from the north side of the 
Columbia river; or, as has been forcibly observed, 
you must at least untie the hands of those who go 
there. 

But, sir, suppose the convention continued; and 
suppose, against all the obstacles 1 have named, 
our people should continue to flow into that coun- 
try: what is to be the result? If England will not 
give us the country without the existing conven- 
tion: will she give it to us with it?) Will she re- 
move her forts? Will her people quietly abandon 
their stations to ours? Wiil England—will the 
Hudson Bay Company—calmly look on and see 
our people silently or foreibly supplanting them— 
and that, too, when a convention exists between 
the two countries, guarantying some sort of equal 
rights to the citizens of both? By what sort of a 
process are our people to root out the British? Do 
not gentlemen know what the Hudson Bay Com- 
pany is doing? Do not gentlemen know the mili- 
lary organizauon and formidable power of that 
monstrous corporation which seeks to run the ca- 
reer of ts great protetype—the Kast India Com- 
pany—that operates just over on the other side of 
the Pacific? 

I find, sir, in the fourth volume of the narrative 
of the Exploring Expedition, a copy of the obliga- 
tion which the Hudson Bay Company requires of 
all its servants. ‘They give their bonds “to de- 
vote their whole time and labor to the service of 
the company;’’ ** to perform all work or service, 
by day or by night;’’ ** to obey all orders;’’ ‘with 
courage and fidelity to defend the property of said 
company, their territories and factories;’’ “ to de- 
fend the rights and privileges of said company;” 
‘and, if required, to enrol as soldiers, and attend 
all drills and exercises necessary to acquire a 
knowledge of the duties required,’’ &e. hiere is 
a perfect military organization, and it exhibits very 
plainly what are the designs of that monstrous 
company. It warns us that our advancing tide of 
population will not be permitted to trespass upon 
what it considers its territories. 

Is not this the true state of things in that distant 
region? Ifit be not, why are our people calling 
upon us for aid and protection? Why do our peo- 
ple all settle south of the Columbia? and why are 
they dependent upon the Hudson Bay Company 
for all their commerce? Whien will these things 
be altered, if this convention shall continue? When 
will our people begin to settle north of the Colum- 
bia river? 

But, sir, England knows very well the situation 
of things in Oregon. She is, perhaps, better in- 
formed than we. If she is ready now to fight for 
this country—if she has made her determination 


| not to give itup without a great contest—and if we, 


as gentlemen suppose, are gaining by the existing 
arrangement—will she not terminate it herself? But 
when did England ever make the first movement 
towards that measure? Now, this is a plain prop- 
osition: if England will go to war rather than 


| yield us our rights, and if we shall certainly ad- 


| us the notice, which we hesitate to give her. 


vance towards the acquisition of the territory by 
the existing convention, then she will cra 


ar- 


| sighted as she is, she will bring on the contest now, 


measure cease. It has been only the hope that our || 


before we shall have grown strong enough in that 
quarter to accomplish our stealthy design. If Eng- 
land does not now pursue this course, if she holds 
on to the convention, I argue that she, at least, does 
not believe time will benefit us more than her. 
And I, sir, am disposed to learn wisdom from her 
example, believing that where our interests are op- 
osite, our policy ought to be also. If she would 
10ld on to ke convention, I would instantly termi- 
nate it. 

It is, perhaps, scarcely necessary to say anything 
of the amendment proposed by the ae from 


|| Alabama [Mr. Hixuiarp). I consider it of no con- 


sequence. If its object or its effect be, as some gen- 
tlemen allege, to throw the responsibility off the 
shoulders of this House, I have no disposition 
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thus to evade a duty which belongs to me. I ac- 
cept my share of the responsibility, knowing that 
whatever may be the consequence—w hether peace 
or war ensue—the cause of our country 1s just in 
the sicht of God and man. But the amendment is 
of little importance, since the President has already, 
in his Message, told us he believes now is the ap- 
ropriate time to give the notice, Should the reso- 
elon with the amendment, be adopted to-day, he 
would give the notice to-morrow. It might weak- 
en the iifluence of the measure upon the action of 
Britain. She might well suppose that the Legisla- 
ture of the nation had exhibited less firmness than 
the Executive, and that it would tremble, in a cer- 
tain contingency, to sustain him by those ulterior 
measures Which the erisis might render indispensa- 
ble. I hope we shall present an unbroken front— 
that we shall fully sustain the President, not only 
in the noble stand he has already taken, but in all 
other measures which the honor and security of 
our common country may at any time require. 
Mr. Chairman, | have said all | have to say on 
this subject. [cannot lay claim to any practical ex- 
perience in statesmanship. The reasoning | have 
attempted has satisfied me that the proposed notice 
cannot, of itself, affect the question of peace or war, 
and that every consideration of policy and interest 
requires us to give it without delay. I respect the 
opinions of those who differ from me, and I sip- 
eerely regret that such differences exist. I shall 
follow my own convictions witha due sense of the 
solemn re sponsibilities under which I act, leaving 
others the same liberty which | claim, without sut- 
fering myself for a moment to doubt their integrity 
and patriotism. 

I solemnly believe that gentlemen who think war 
will come are mistaken. | earnestly pray that peace 
may continue to wave her golden wings, and scat- 
ter her rich blessings over our happy country, and 

hat those bright visions, which gentlemen have 
pictured as destined to gladden our hearts, under 


the auspicious eye of this hovering angel, may never 
be blasted by the blood-stained demon of war. | 
woo the favor and the continued presence of this 
guardian spirit with my deepest devouon, I would 
sacrifice much, | would sutler much to detain her. 
butif she must depart—if she is destined to take 
her sad ** flight from earth to heaven again,”’ then 
welcome the black tempest of war! Welcome its 
terrors, its privations, its wounds, and deaths! We 
wiil sternly bare our bosoms to its deadliest shock, 
and trust in God for the result. 

Mr. S. having coneluded— 

Mr. GORDON obtained the floor, and spoke for 
about half of his privileged hour. He said that, 
at this late and protra ‘ted stage of the debate, his 
disposition to take part in it was much less than it 
had been at its commencement. Indeed, so much 
had been said, in such a variety of forms—from 
the grave to the gay, and from the sublime to the 
ridiculous—that it was almost impossible to say 
anything new, or anything old in a new form. 
Sull, having manifested quite an early disposiuon 
to address the committee, he had a few words to 
say. He had a vote to give,and reasons to assign 
for that vote, for which he alone was responsible. 

The President of the United States (continued 
Mr. G.) has recommended to Congress the termi- 
nation of the joint convention of 1827, by the giv- 
ing of the twelve months’ notice provided for by 
that convention; and, in order to justify that recom- 
mendation, he has stated his reasons for it. He 
has informed us of the offer of compromise made 
to the British Government, through her Minister 
resident here: and he has also reviewed the whole 
history of the negotiation, from the year 1818 down 
to the date of his Message; and the question now 
ix, shall Congress adopt the recommendation of the 
President? Shall we direct that notice io be given 
which he believes necessary to be given, to secure 
the rights of the United States in the Oregon Ter- 
ritory? Or shall we decline, and refuse to execute 
and carry out the recommendation of the President, 
and present to the civilized world the spectacle of 
u sreat nation divided in its cenenelasanaail not 
only among ourselves into parties, but even the 
Democratic party split up into factions on so great 
and grave a subject? 

Gientlemen say that the notice is cause and ground 
of war, and that we are not prepared for war. I 
deny that the giving this not ce is either a just 
cause of war, or any ground whatsoever of war. 
li is provided for in the convention itself. We 
have we same right to give the notice to terminate 


\} 





that convention that Great Britain herself has; and | 
who will dare to say, here or elsewhere, in solemn 
and serious argument, that if Great Britain gives 
us notice, we have a right to declare war against 
that Power for the adoption of a measure provided 
for in the very treaty now under consideration? Sir, 
it is not this notice which would lead to war, or 
that would be the cause of war. If war is to grow 
out of this controversy in the Oregon Territory, it 
will come of those measures which everybody 
avows himself ready to go for; which measures, in 
that distant region, would bring British subjects 
into conflict with American citizens, and the Amer- 
ican Government with the British Government. 
‘This it is that will enkindle the flame of war, if 


war is to grow out of the controversy between || 


these two Powers. 

Gentlemen have painted the horrors of war ia 
the most vivid colors and the most haggard fea- 
tures. Dut what have we ever lost by war that we 
should disparage it?) Nothing. On the contrary, 
we have gained everything by it. For what we 
are, and what we possess, we are indebted to war. 
‘The old French war nursed in its tent the young 
Liercules of America, and trained him up for the 
Revolution—a general the bravest of the brave, 
whose fame as a warrior outshines that of Alex- 
ander, Casar, or Napoleon, His deeds in arms 
are the pride and boast and honor of the great na- 
tion he founded. ‘The revolutionary war resulted 
in the establishment of these United States. The 
last war with Great Britain gave the freedom of 
the seas to the commerce of the world. The next 
war with that power will expel her from this conti- 
nent. ‘Though a peace-loving people, we are, 
when aroused in defensive war, the most warlike 
race ever clad in armor. Let war come, if it will 
come; boldly and firmly we will meet its shock, 
and rol] back its wave on the ‘ fast-anchored isle 
of Britain,’’ and dash its furious flood over those 
who raised the storm but could not direct its course. 
Ours is the last people, in a craven spirit, to beg for 
peace. In a just war, as this would be, on our 
part, the sound of the clarion would be the sweet- 
est music that could greet our ears. It will not do 
to attempt to intimidate the citizen soldiers of this 
great Republic with threats of aggressive war, if 
you mean to preserve the “om of nations. 

Should war be declared, New York would not 
be absent at the call of the roll. Her position, 
commercial and geographical, is such that she must 
sustain the brunt. From that responsibility she 
would not shrink, but freely and fearlessly assume 
it. She prefers peace to war, but war to dishonor. 
But, sir, there will be no war—there will be no war, 
because our rights are paramount to Great Brit- 
ain’s,and because Great Britain is aware of our 
determination, our valor, and our resources. 


But it is said we are not prepared for war. Sir, || 


we are as much prepared as we ever were in time 
of peace, or as, I trust, we ever shall be in time 
of peace. We are as much prepared now as we 
were when the Revolution broke out; we are as 
much prepared as we were when war with Great 
Britain was last declared. If love of country and 
a devotion to republican institutions—if the right 
of citizens to bear arms in time of peace—is pre- 
paration for war, then are we prepared. We have 


more than two millions of fighting men, with arms | 


in their hands, sleeping on their guns, and we have 
eighteen millions of people, ready and able to feed 
and clothe and sustain them in the conflict. We 
have all the raw materiel of war; we have the re- 
quisite skill, capital, and machinery to make that 
materiel useful, and to convert it into instruments 
of defence. We are prepared for war—not, to be 
sure, by a large expensive navy, nor bya standing 
army. Itis not our policy to suckle armies and 
dry-nurse the land; and until I shall be satisfied 


that war is to come, and that we are to have an | 
aggressive war by Great Britain, I shall not be pre- | 


sared much to enlarge either the army or the navy. 
repeat, then, we are as much prepared for war 
to-day as we ever shall be, or ever ought to be, in 
time of peace. I would rather lose battles during 
the first year of a war—I would rather lose all the 
campaigns for the first year, than I would consent, 


in time of peace, to build upa large and expensive | 


navy, or to establish a standing army, when no 
war might come. The cost of the army and the 
navy, the injury to our free institutions, would be 
greater fur than amy declaration of war, coming un- 


expected upon us, even though for the first year | 


we might suffer defeat. But, sir, I repeat, we are 
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|| wherever the cloud of war might lower, 





ready; we have two millions of fighting men 
arms in their hands, ready at the call of their » 
| try to march to the front of the battle whe 
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| In order to ascertain whether this notice should 
> shoul 


be given or not, it is necessary to understand What 
are the rights of Great Britain, and what the vie 
of the United States, under this joint conyen;;, 
of 1818, indefinitely continued by the conventi, 
of 1827. By this convention it was provided in 
_ the citizens, subjects, and vessels of Great Pyits; 
and the United States should be free to ent, 
| territory, its bays, harbors, creeks, and rivers, ¢}; a 
| to trade and traffic with the natives. There in 
power given to Great Britain to exercise soyere; r 
acts of authority; but under this treaty, which gay, 
certain privileges to British subjects, but none», 
| the British Government, what has that Goven 
ment done? In the first place, she has incorporay., 
the Hudson Bay Company, or rather the North. 
| western Company—a second East India Comin. 
ny—and she has given to it the monopoly of rf 
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|| whole trade of this Northwestern territory—;} 


denying to her own subjects those very rishts 
privileges which were ceded to them by this ep). 
vention. She has gone on, in violation and jy de. 
| fiance of this treaty, to establish courts of ciyj] ayc 
criminal jurisdiction, to build her forts in every 
| section, and to establish a military govern): 
over the entire territory. The Government of 
Great Britain is at this moment firmly established 
in all that territory. Under this joint treaty, whi 
gave to her subjects certain trading privileges, of 
which she has deprived them, and conferred upo 
a corporation, Great Britain has gone on to ‘aaah. 
lish a government—military, civil, and political, 
Her flag is erected on every fort—numbering sony 
thirty—and she is now, by her flag, proclaimiyy 
her right of dominion over this territory. Ayd 
what, in the mean time, have we done? Nothipy. 
While we have been sleeping, under the influence 
of this ‘* masterly inactivity,” she, step by step, 
has been encroaching upon this territory, and 
claiming it as her own. Whilst we have had sery- 
ples about this treaty, she has violated it at every 
point; and instead of suffering her subjects to go 
there and trade, she, under the pretence of taking 
care of them, and keeping in check the savage |n- 
dian tribes, has established a government there as 
complete and as perfect as that existing under th 
East India Company charter. It may be said tha: 
this government is necessary to control these l:- 
dian tribes, to regulate trade, and to protect her 
own subjects. If, in connection with these acis 
of sovereign power, she had not claimed the terr- 
| tory itself, there might be some pretext for the ar- 
'gument. But the quo animo of these acts had bees 
| made manifest by her claim to the territory itse:! 
She has exercised the highest sovereign powe, 
| and, at the same time, has claimed the territory 
' and the soil, and refuses to acknowledge our righits 
| within it. 
| I believe that no gentleman who has spoken | 
|| this House, nor any one out of it, has pretended 
| that we are to surrender any territory south of 49-. 
| And yet, unless we give this notice, and extend our 
| laws and jurisdiction over this territory, all the ter- 
| ritory south of 49°, and north and west of the Co- 
lumbia river, is as certain to fall into the hands of 
| Great Britain, as it is certain that she is now there 
| asserting her claim. Until the notice is given, a! 
| suitable measures are adopted for their protectio”, 
|, I will venture to say that no American citizen tor 
| one hundred years to come, will undertake to set- 
‘| tle north of the Columbia. The territory north 0! 
|| the Columbia has been occupied by British forts, 
| and settlements, and subjects; and not an Americ! 
| citizen has gone, or will dare to go, north of Ue 
Columbia. Whether they are to be bought up," 
tomahawked, or to have the Indians set upon Wien, 
is immaterial. Go there they will not, until suet 
time as this Government shall assert its just righ's, 
and show the people there that they are to be pr 
_ tected by all its power, under the just claim which 
we possess. ‘ De 
What will be the effect of continuing this co": 
‘| vention? It will give all this territory south of i 
and north and west of the Columbia river, to Gre 
Britain; and this is what is called ‘ masterly 1°" 
tivity.”? Oregon on time! the South Carolina p°” 
cy! which would to-morrow fiercely wage “" 
against the world for the conquest of Cuba or © : 
fornia, (I will not say Mexico, because I do D 
\| believe she wants it,) but would rather that“ 


and 





t 
\ 
€ 


i 


wh 
Gre 
this 
a pt 
the 
C 
orl 
the 
dre 
Um 
Are 
sou 
be | 
exe 
will 
Go 
Thi 
any 
mel 
to b 
not, 
ques 
otte 
nak 
tain 
the 
rece 
tne | 
that 
this 
witl 
G 
cont 
nine 
rive! 
this 
com 
as f 
Colt 
i 
540 
I elo 
this 
ernn 
sout 
tiatie 
nent 
cent 
that 
uuone 
M 
Brite 
with 
beeal 
that 
worl 
that 
twee! 
blooe 
worl 
weak 
large 
lorce 
cessa 
ment 
Onles 
only 
shoul 
from 
herd 
have 
niom 
time { 
defea 
woul 
becon 
evines 
ence, 
She k 
less a 
defen: 
States 
more 
paign: 
Consig 
the ey 
her or 
I de 
it cor 
dread; 
Pee], | 
liamey 
Presid 
to ope! 





1846. 


whole of Oregon down to 42° should belong to 
Great Britain than to the United States. Yes, sir; 
this is the Sonth Carolina policy ! Oregon on time! 
a policy identical, in regard to that territory, with 
the British policy itself. 

Great Britain has numerous forts south of 49°, 
or in that part of the territory which lies north of 
the Columbia; and she even has one fort two hun- 
dred miles south of the Columbia river—Fort 
Umqua—south of Fort Astoria, or Fort George. 
Are gentlemen prepared to give up this territory 
eouth of 49°? Gentlemen say this subject should 
be left in the hands of the President—that it is an 
executive concern. But, sir, the giving this notice 
will not take from the Executive department of the 
Government its proper, independent jurisdiction. 
That will remain where it is, in statu quo. Whether 
any treaty is to be ratified between this Govern- 
ment and Great Britain, or whether any offers are 
to be made on the part of Great Britain, I know 
not, nor do Leare, I will not interfere with that 
question. I will not inquire, nor anticipate what 
oiler the Executive would receive, or Great Britain 
make. I know not, nor will [ undertake to ascer- 
tain. But if any offer should be made, | trust that 
the Executive will ratify no treaty that would net 
receive the sanction of the nation, and accord with 
the just rights of our people. I am willing to leave 
that matter in the hands of the Executive, where 
this notice would leave it, where it now is, and 
with which we cannot interfere. 

Great Britain has manifested a disposition to 
contend not only for the territory north of forty- 
nine degrees, but for that north of the Columbia 
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this territory, We may as well, if the conflict is to 
come, contend for that north of forty-nine degrees 
as for that between forty-nine degrees and the 
Columbia river. - 

I believe our title to the whole of Oregon up to 
54° 40' is “clear and unquestionable;’’ and that 
helow 49°, under no circumstances, is an inch of 
this territory to be surrendered to the British Gov- | 
ernment. Whether the territory north of 49° and 
south of 54° 40’ is a matter of compromise, nego- 
tiation, and settlement between the two Govern- 
ents, | will not now undertake to say. It is sufti- 
cient for me to repeat the expression of my belief’ | 
that our ttle up to 54° 40’ is * clear and unques- 
tionable.”’ 

Much has been said about the power of Great 
Britain, and the danger of entering upon a war 
with her; that we must forego our treaty rights, 


that her colonies and her possessions encircle the 

world from north to south, from east to west; and 

that this would be no little war, but a contest be- 

tween systems—a long, protracted, arduous, and 

bloody war. Now, if Great Britain encircles the 

world with her possessions, it only argues her 

weakness, not her strength. She has to maintain 

large armies in the East Indies, and a military | 
foreein Canada. In all her settlements, it is ne- 

cessary for her to maintain a military establish- 

ment; and, therefore, I say that her extended col- 

ones, her vast power in that respect, is, in fact, 

only her weakness. And if a declaration of war 

should come—and if it comes at all, it must be 

from her and not from us—it will be the signal of | 
lierdissolution. Her restless colonies would then 

have an opportunity to strike a blow; and at this 

thoment she is weaker than she ever was at any | 
ume since she became mistress of the seas. The 

defeat of her aggressive attack upon the Chinese | 
would have proved her downfall. Let her once | 
become engaged in war, and let Canada or Ireland 

evince a disposition to regain their lost independ- 

ence, and the British empire will be at an end. 

She knows it. She is less ready to go to war, and 

less able to maintain a war, either offensive or 

defensive, than either France, Russia, or the United 

States. She has too many colonies. She wants — 
more concentrated power. The extended cam- 
paigns and the numerous conquests of Napoleon 
‘ousigned him to banishment at St. Helena; and 
the extensive conquests of Great Britain will be 
her grave, 

_ Ido not know that I shall dread the conflict, if | 
‘t come; and venture to say that Great Britain | 
dreads it more than the United States. Sir Robert | 


Peel, indeed, ina speech made in the British Par- || 


liament responsive to the Inaugural Address of the 
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| ple and Government. 


| small parcels among the people. 
, world, will they reach the promised land of equal 


| Government and the British ro 


|| not go there. 
President, blustered about war; but it was intended || 





He had tried this course of 
action in the case of McLeod, and in the contro- 
versy about the Northeastern boundary treaty, 
when other men were at the helm of this Govern- 
ment; and he had found that bluster and bravado 
had had their effect upon the men then in power. 
The British Government was now resorting to the 
same means of intimidation; but, thank God, they 
had to deal with different agents on the part of this 


pe ople. 


I have no prejudice against the British—I mean 
against the British people. I admire them; I ad- 
mire those who toil in her work-shops and her 
fields of agriculture; nay, if you please, I admire 
her armies and her navy. I like them for their 
bravery—for their love of liberty—their virtue— 
their industry. Why should I not? They are 
blood of our blood, bone of our bone, and flesh of 
our flesh; we speak the same language; we are 
descended from the same common ancestry. But | 
must hold them, as I hold the rest of the world, 


| ** Friends in peace, enemies in war.’’ But I draw a 


distinction between the British people and the Brit- 
ish Government. I abhor and detest the Brit- 
ish Government. Would to God that the British 
people—the Irish, the Scotch, the Welch, and the 
English—would rise up in rebellion, sponge out the 
national debt, confiscate the land, and sell it in 
Never, in the 


rights except through this Red sea of blood. Let 


| Great Britain declare war, and | fervently hope that 


the British people—at least the lrish—will seize 


| the occasion to rise and assert their independence. 
river. And if we are to contend for any part of | 


This was the sentiment of the illustrious Emmet, 


when, on his trial, he declared ‘‘if the French 


‘came as invaders, he would meet them on the 


| * beach with a sword in one hand and a torch in 


‘the other; he would raze every house, and burn 


| every blade of grass, and the last intrenchment of 


‘freedom should be his grave.”’ 

Such are my sentiments in relation to the British 
In the con- 
troversy between France and Great Britain, or 
Russia and Great Britain, I would rather that the 


| British Government should triumph than that she 


should fall; [ would rather see the British people 


| the subjects of the British Government than the 
| subjects of France or the serfs of Russia. 


I be- 
lieve they are better off under the British Govern- 
ment than they would be under a foreign yoke; 
but I again repeat that I abhor that Government; 


| L abhor that purse-proud and pampered aristocracy, 
because she is a powerful and a dangerous foe; || with its bloated pension list, which, for centuries 


| past, has wrung its being from the toil, the sweat, 


and the blood of that people. 
Now why do we want Oregon? It is a large 
country, extending some twelve and a half degrees 


| north and south, and some seven hundred miles in 


breadth from east to west, with a salubrious cli- 


| mate and a fertile soil. It is the key of the Pacific. 


It will command the trade of the isles of the Paci- 
fic, of the East, and of China. We want Oregon, 
because it is contiguous to the United States; to 
establish there the institutions of freedom; to plant 
there the tree of liberty; to erect there our standard ; 
and to wave there the star-spangled banner upon 
the highest and most remote boundaries of that 
territory, in honor of those institutions consecrated 
by the blood of the Revolution, and founded by 
our Washington, our Franklin, our Jefferson, and 
our Adams. We want it, sir, because it is owrs; 
we want it because the Brilish want it; we want 
it because it will make’a happy home for unborn 
millions who are to emigrate from these States to 
the west of the Rocky mountains; we want it be- 


| cause our people have gone there, wish to go there, 


and will go there, to make permanent settlements, 
to establish homes for themselves and their pos- 
terity forever. With Oregon, we command the 
trade of the Pacific and the trade of the Atlantic. 

I repeat, sir, unless we give this notice and fol- 
low up the giving this notice, by the extension 
of our laws and protection over our settlers in 
Oregon, that they never will go north of the Co- 
lumbia river to settle; that the whole territory 
north of the Columbia river is certain, in the 
end, to fall into the hands of Great Britain. She 
now has Fort Vancouver, Fort George, and vari- 
ous other forts located on the Columbia river, with 
her settlements about them; and our citizens will 
If we fail to carry out the recom- 
mendations of the Executive, which to me seem 


to operate on the weak nerves of the American peo- |! reasonable and just, our citizens, instead of bend- 
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ing their course to the northward of the Columbia 
river, will eventually go down to Califormia, and 
make their settlement in the south; and thus will 
carry out that ‘“mastely inactivity’’ policy to 
which I have adverted. 

When I rose, Mr. Chairman, I did not expect 
to occupy the full time allowed me. Ihave briefly 
glanced at the leadine considerations that have 
coverned me and brought me to the conclusion | 
have attained, that we are bound—bound by the 
honor of this nation, and by that justice which is 
due to our settlers in Oreron—to give this notice; 
to unfetter ourselves, and to extend our laws and 
our jurisdiction over this people, that they may 
receive that encouragement which is necessary for 
the occupation and the peopling of this territory. 
It appears to me—and so | think the British Gov- 
ernment will regard it—that if we fuil to give this 
notice, and to pass those measures which are re- 
commended to us, and which gentlemen say they 
will pass, that the British Government will regard 
It as an indication on the part of Congress, at least, 
that the territory south of 49° as well as north of 
49°, is a matter for negotiation, for compromise, 
and for division. Now, is there any gentleman on 
this floor who is prepared to say that the terri- 
tory south of 49° does not belong to us? And is 
there any one on this floor prepared to intimate 
to the Executive or to Great Britain that the ter- 
ritory south of that parallel is open for negotia- 
tion? | trust not: and, having submitted these 
views, I yield the floor. 

Mr. BRINK ERHOFF next obtained the floor, 
and addressed the committee. 

Mr. Cuarmman: When I declare that it is with 
great reluctance that | have brought my mind to 
the conclusion to take part at all in this debate, and 
that, consulting my own feelings alone, I should 
not have attempted to do so, it will probably gain 
very little credence here. Itis, neverthele ss, true. 
1 design, however, to say a tew words, and but 
avery few. words, on the resolution before the 
House, and that solely for the purpose of placing 
the ground of my action, upon a question which is 
admitted to be one of so much moment, before my 
own immediate constituents. 

Throuchout the whole course of this debate here, 
sir, and in all the discussions on this Oregon ques- 
tion, which have occupied the public press through- 
out the country, one gratifying fact has manifested 


' itselfyand that is, the entire unanimity of Congress 


and of the country as to the validity of the Ameri- 
can title to Oregon. 

From the venerable gentleman from Massachu- 
setts, [Mr. Apams,] who has, with so much spirit 
and energy, advocated giving notice, to the gentle- 
man from South Carolina, [Mr. Ruerr,| who with 
such impassioned vehemence opposed it—on every 
hand, and upon all sides, it is not only admitted, 
but insisted, that the Amertean title to Oregon is 
‘clear and unquestionable,”’ indicating that, what- 
ever may be the consequences to arise from our ac- 
tion here, we shall present to the country and to 
the world a united, an unbroken front. 

i] have just risen from a somewhat careful read- 
ing of the correspondence between the plenipoten- 
tiaries of the two nations in regard to this contro- 
versy. I had been told, previous to the reading, 
of the triumph of the American nevotiator—of the 
conviction, amounting almost to absolute demon- 
stration, which his clear and masterly expose of 
our rights was calculated to produce—of the per- 
fection of our title, as against Great Britain, to that 
country; but I must say, like the Qucen of Sheba, 
when gazing on the architectural wonders of Jeru- 
salem, that I had not heard the half of it; and I be- 
lieve that any unprejudiced man, of any country or 
of any party, who will read that correspondence, 
must feel that the honor of our country 1s enlisted 
in the maintenance of our posessions there, be- 
cause—and that is reason enough—because that 
country is of right our orn. I agree with the gentle- 
man from Indiana [Mr. Kexnepy] upon this point— 
and not upon this only, but upon many others, 
I may say upon all other points | agree with him— 
that when, for all the purposes of this debate, it is 
admitted that Oregon is ours, we may make our- 
selves easy as to the consequences that are to fol- 
low from the assertion of our title; for, whatever 
these consequences may be, we, who take the re- 
sponsibility of that action, may fall back, with con- 
sciences quiet and easy, upon the consciousness of 


' having been actuated by a sense of duty, and by a 


regard to the rights and the honor of the country. 








: 
+ 
: 
2 
: 
x 
et 


en 


ditt if tata Node 








I go for the notice, sir. I have all along been of 
the opinion that the notice should be given; but I 
will say that I am extremely gratified to find my- 
self in this position, in the rene with which I 
am surrounded. I was extremely happy to learn, 
from the report of the debate on this floor, (for I 
had not the pleasure of listening to the gentleman, ) 
that the venerable gentleman from Massachusetts 
had taken that position. Firm as are my own con- 
victions, I confess | am glad to fortify them by so 
high authority; and I am glad, further, that the 
reproach which had begun so extensively to be 
insinuated through the couhtry, thatall this move- 
ment is the result of the action of hair-brained, hot- 
headed young men, trying to play the statesman, 
has been removed by the stand which that gentle- 
man has taken upon that question. It is not these 
hair-brained, hot-headed young men alone that ad- 
vocate this measure. It has the advocacy of sage 
experience—of a man, who literally stands in the 
midst of posterity, whose life 1s in the past, whose 
only ambition is not for the future, but for the cor- 
rect discharge of those responsibilities which at- 
tend the eloze of human existence. 

Bat although it is admitted throurhout that the 
American title to Oreron **is clear and unquestion- 
able,’’ yet the factof the j int convention of [R827 
exists. We have by the terms of that convention 
ndmitted Great Britain to a kind of partnership in 
it; she has a recoenised tenancy there which can 
only be terminated by one year’s notice; and the 
question is not as to the original propriety and pol- 
icy of this convention, It exists; and the quesuon 
is, Shall we dissolve this partnership? Shall we 
get rid of this tenancy, by giving the other party 
notice to quit? [tis said this is a warlike measure. 
But | repeat what others have said who have spo- 
ken before me, that I cannot discover anything of 
that character in it. We dissolve the partnership, 
sir; but we do it in strict conformity with the 
stipulations of the articles of partnership; we give 
the tenant notice to quit, but it is in accordance 
with the express provisions of the lease. So far 
from violating any treaty—which everybody 
knows would be a cause of war—we are, in giving 
notice, acting m strict conformity with the provis- 
ions of the treaty, and are carrying out a measure, 
foreseen, anticipated, provided for by the treaty 
which is to beabrogated. It is not then a warlike, 
itis a treaty measure, a peace measure, and nothing 
else. 

** But,’’ ask gentlemen, ‘* why should the part- 
nership be terminated? Why should the conven- 
tion be abrogated? What reason exists for it?’’ 
We might properly ask them to advance positively 
what reasons exist for its continuance. ‘They have 
viven no satisfactory reason of that kind—at least 
no satisfactory reason to my mind. I will, how- 
ever, state briefly the reasons why I am in favor 
of abrogating the convention. And, in the first 
place, | am in favor of it—in favor of giving this 
notice—because Great Britain, as a matter of fact, 
has under this convention all she asks. Great Brit- 
ain has offered to compromise on the line of the 
Columbia river. We have oifered the line of 49°, 
Who has the intervening territory between these 
two points? Lask you, sir: Have we? If,asa 
matter of fact, we had the possession and occu- 
xuney and the usufruct of the disputed territory 
aston the Columbia river, which was her offer, 
and the line of 49°, which was ours, then there 
might be a cause for continuing the convention in 
force. Butshe has it, as a matter of fact; and thus 
she is actually in possession of all she claims and 
all she asks. We have a small population in that 
territory, I grant; but none of it north of 46°. We 
have not a solitary family north of the Columbia 
river. They are excluded from it by the circum- 
stances of the case, by the British occupancy of 
the northern bank of that river, by the adverse in- 
fluences which are brought to bear on American 
settlers there. The fact stated by the honorable 
gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. Owen,] that an 
American settler, who had undertaken to plant 
himself on the northern bank, had been bought 
out by the Hudson Bay Company by the payment, 
on its part, of a liberal sum—that fact speaks vol- 
umes on this subject. It is true that the gentleman 
from South Carolina [Mr. Ruert] undertook to 
ridicule this, when considered as an objectionable 
fact, by intimating that it was a devemnhle specula- 
tion for the settler. But suppose that you admit | 
that it was advantageous to the individual seitler, 
the question is, whether it is policy for us to per- | 
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. . . { 
mit such influences to exist there? It may be fa- 


| vorable to the individual settler, but is it favorable 


to the American interests in Oregon? And when 
the Hudson Bay Company—unquestionably desir- 
ous of peace, so long as their interests can be main- 
tained to the full extent by peaceful measures—are 
willing thus to sacrifice their money to retain the 
territory north of the Columbia river, what meas- 
ures would they not be willing to resort to, if these 
peaceful measures should fail to accomplish their 
ends. ‘This fact shows the existence of a determi- 
nation on the part of Great Britain, or of her agent, 
the Hudson Bay Company, “ peaceably if they 
can, forcibly if they must,”’ to keep possession of 
the northern bank of that river. And this is all 
Great Britain asks even when treating upon that 
subject. Our position, therefore, cannot S made 
worse by giving this notice. Great Britain desires 
the continuance of this convention; and the suppo- 
sition on her part that the notice will not be given, 
that the convention will be preserved in foree—that 
she can thus continue to derive all the advantages 
from the existing convention that she would derive 
from a treaty on the basis of the Columbia river, 
is a reason why our liberal and generous—too lib- 
eral and generous—offer of compromise on the 49th 
degree was so suminarily rejected by her. 

The gentleman from South Carolina, [Mr. 
Ruett,] in attempting to frighten us and the coun- 
try from the vigorous exertion of our rights in 
Oregon, tells us that the cross of St. George waves 
over thirty British forts in Oregon, and that when 
you assert these rights you must tear down the 
cross and place our flag there in its stead. A 
strange argument this for a gentleman to use who 
advocates the continuance of this convention! This 
has occurred under the existence of this conven- 
tion; it was while this convention has been in force 
that these forts have been planted, erected, and 
maintained; and if twenty years have resulted in 
the erection and manning of thirty British semi- 
military posts there, while we have not one, what 
are we to expect from the further continuance of it? 

But, sir, there is another reason why this notice 
should be given, Our people are in Oregon; they 
demand to be protected there. They have gone 
there without law; they have none, except such 
as they have temporarily established. They ask 
the extension of our laws over them; they ask to 
be protected in ‘* life, liberty, and the pursuit of ”’ 
property and ‘* happiness’’—to be protected by us. 
They have hearts of true allegiance towards us; 
and we cannot deny that request without aliena- 
ting their affections from us: Can we? Lask any 
ventieman, whatever his opinion on this subject, 
to answer me this question: can you continue to 
retain the allegiance of those settlers in Oregon, 
if you refuse to protect them? ‘The Hudson Bay 
Company—we have it officially—are already urg- | 
ing these settlers to set up for themselves, and to 
declare themselves independent alike of us and of 
every other nation. Let us delay a little longer, 
and that appeal will acquire force. 

‘* But,’’ say gentlemen, ** we intend to extend 
our laws over our citizens in that territory. Great 


Britain has done the same thing. We have aright | 


to the same action.”? Very well; some are of 
opinion that we have not thatright. But suppose 
we do thus extend our laws; you will havea king- 
dom within a kingdom; you will have the laws 
and jurisdictions of two nations overlapping each 


other; you will have the British laws over one | 
man, and the American laws over another, in the | 
same cabin; and how will you prevent the conflict | 
of jurisdiction, resulting inevitably, necessarily, | 


speedily, in the conflict of men, of force, of power. 
I think the argument of a distinguished Senator 
from Michigan, {Mr. Castel as reported in the pub- 
lie papers to have been made upon his resolution 
of inquiry into the state of the | ges defences, 
upon this point is conclusive an 
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unanswerable. | 


Extend your jurisdiction over American citizens | 


in Oregon, and it necessarily comes in conflict 


with the British jurisdiction over the same terri- | 


tory. And this conflict of jurisdiction will inevit- 
ably bring on a conflict of a different and more 
serious character. 


The question, then, must be settled, matters | 


must be brought to a crisis-—not necessarily or 
even probably to a warlike crisis, but to a crisis. 
It must be met. Great Britain is monopolizing the 
whole trade of that country. 


to adopt the acts of that corporation, for corpora- 


Her representative | 
there is the Hudson Bay Company. She is ready 
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tions are the favorite instruments of British azores 
sion, and for the extension of her power. T’,. 
Hudson Bay Company, then, and the British G,.. 
ernment, are, for all the purposes of this de! dl 
one and identical. They have monopo ived ‘t ? 
trade of the country; they have subsidized the . 
dians; the half-breeds are under their contro}. the Ee 
have military possessions north of the Colum),, 
river, not only between the Columbia river and the 
parallel of forty-nine degrees, which is the territory 
actually in dispute, but they have brought dow) 
their military posts to within thirty miles of jj, 
southern boundary of the American claim jy Cre, 
gon. Look at Fort Hall. It is directly oy 4) 
route of American emigration to Oregon; epy). 
manding that route; and from which (we haye 4 


ie 


authentically) the British emissaries have, dur 
the last summer, met our emigrants, and have a. 
tempted, and in many instances successfully at, 
tempted, to divert them into California and ‘tha: 

direction, by false accounts of Indian hostilities oy 

the lower Columbia. Fort Hall is within thiriy 

miles of the southern boundary of Oregon. They 

have thus not only got the whole of the territory 

actually in dispute, but they have got military po;. 

session of the whole of it; and if, in order to assey 

our rights, we have got to tear down the cross of 

St. George from thirty British forts, as the gent. 

man from South Carolina says, we had better be. 

gin quick, or we will have double that number 

soon; they have got the whole of them; we haye 

none there. 

** But,”’ say gentlemen, ‘all this will result jy 
war.”? War! By whom? By the United States: 
We begin no war; we declare no war; we propose 
no war; we deprecate all war; but we assert ouy 
rights—rights which we have demonstrated, so far 
as diplomacy can do it. Great Britain has taken 
military possession of the country, alike open tw 
us and to her; and if war come from the assertion 
of our rights, we will not make it. I deny the po- 
sition of the gentleman from South Carolina, that 
the war—if war come—will be a war of aggressivn 
on our part. It is not so, It would be a war of 
aggression on her part; and on her would rest the 
responsibility; upon her the judgment of God 
and the eens of the world. 

What do gentlemen on the other side propose to 
do? ‘The gentleman from Massachusetts [ Mr. Wiy- 
THROP] has hinted at arbitration. Very well; can- 
not we arbitrate as well after the notice as before? 
But I, for one, do not propose to submit the ques- 
tion to arbitration. Is it possible for a crowned 
head to be impartial between a brother monarch on 
the one hand and a Republic on the other? Doubt- 
ful, sir. But suppose it possible; where will you 
look for an impartial arbitrator? Louis Philippe, 
regardless of the sympathies of his people, and in- 
tent only on the perpetuation of his dynasty on the 
throne of France, is sacrificing the dignity of his 
nation in the cultivation of a “ cordial understand- 
ing’’ with her ancient enemy, for the purpose of 
securing her influence in favor of that dynasty on 
his own demise. Austria and Prussia, dreading the 
ambition of France on the west, and the colossal 
power of Russia on the north, are pursuing the same 
policy; and Russia herself, having large territory on 
the northwest coast of America, cannot be impar- 
tial, for the reason that she must greatly prefer the 
British fur-trader and the Bois brule for her neigh- 
bor, rather than the active, enterprising, indefatiga- 
ble, and multiplying Yankee. The secondary Pow- 
ers of Europe are but puppets in the hands of tie 
five great Powers; and the Republics of Mexico and 
South America are in convulsions. I knowof no 
arbiter, therefore, to which the adjustment of this 
question could be safely committed. We once ures 
this project of arbitration, sir, in the case of the 
northeastern boundary; and the award of the King 
of the Netherlands presented a decision so utter'y 
regardless of treaty stipulations, and so absurd in 
itself, as to be instantly rejected. We, sir, are our 
selves the best guardians of our own rights. 

What do gentlemen expect? let me again ask. De 
you expect your Government will offer anything 
more favorable than the parallel of 49°. W here is 
the gentleman in this House that would get up 2” 
say that he expects or wishes his Government 
offer anything more favorable than that? There '8 
not one, I venture to say; not one. Is Great Brit 


ing 


ain going to offer anything more favorable than she 
has already done? Is she going to offer anything 
we can reasonably and consistently with our honor 
accept? She never will do it, while, by the co” 
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tinuance of this convention, she gets all she asks: 
never. Abrogate the convention; then, if she has 
made up her mind—and she doubtless has long ago 
made up her mind specifically what she is going to 
do on this subject—abrogate the convention, and 
then if she has made up her mind to offer such terms 
as we can accept, she will do it, and do it at once. 
Rut if not—if she has not made up her mind that 
she will offer us anything we can accept—give this 
notice, abrogate this convention; and does it bring 
war? No; the very worst it can do is to hasten a 
little—and but very little—the war which must 
come at all events. I repeat, if Great Britain has 
made up her mind that she will not offer anything 
we can accept, we having irrevocably made up our 
minds (as we have) that we will not offer anything 
better than 49°, the notice cannot produce war; the 
worst it can do is to hasten, and hasten a very lit- 
tle, the war that is inevitable. So that, unless gen- 
tlemen have made up their minds to back out of 
our position, to offer something more favorable to 
her than 49°, (when all feel that we have a better 
title than she has to 54° 40’,) we must meet the 
question directly; and war, either directly or con- 
sequentially, cannot be chargeable upon us—for it 
must come at all events. 

“ But,’’ say gentlemen, “ postpone it. We are 
not ready now. Great Britain has fleets and ar- 
maments.”? Well, fleets and armaments she al- 
wavs will have. We have no fieets and arma- 
ments. Well; when have we ever had fleets and 
armaments before when war came? Is there any 
centleman upon this floor who dreams that we 
ever shall be ready for a vigorous prosecution of 
war before it is upon us? If so, it strikes me that 
he has studied with little attention the history of 
the country on this point. We have heard gen- 
tlemen talk of our ‘* manifest destiny;” but it 
strikes me that our ** manifest destiny” is never to 
prepare for war till war comes. It arises from the 
character of our institutions—from the character 
and habits of our people, who are a peace-loving 
people and devoted to the industrious pursuit of 
ihe arts of peace. But a few days ago there was 
introduced from the Senate into this House a bill 
toraise a company of one hundred men—of one 
hundred sappers, miners, and pontoniers—with a 
view to complete the mere skeleton organization of 
our army, Which proposed to create no additional 
expense for our army; and yet I venture to say 
that it will be opposed here, and perhaps success- 


fully. The Committee on Military Affairs, of 


which I have the honor to be a member, reported | 


afew days since a bill for the raising of two regi- 


ments of riflemen, (not mounted;) and on all sides | 


of the House I heard the exclamation, “I go for 
no such measure.” That is the spirit that pre- 


vails here. It always will prevail. You never | 
will prepare for war unless war is upon you; and | 


you may postpone it ** from July to eternity,” and 
sull war will find us unprepared. Shall we there- 
fore surrender our rights? Shall we therefore ex- 


pect disaster and defeat? No. We may expe- | 


rience it at first; but the recuperative energies of 
our people, animated by their undying love of 
counuy, their attachment to its institutions, their 


determination to maintain inviolate — foot of | 


our soil—having within them a burning hatred of 
the tyrannies of the Old World, from the galling 
bonds of which their forefathers freed themselves— 
will be sufficient to meet and to bear us triumph- 


antly out of any emergencies. But that we shall | 


be technically prepared for war until war comes, 
no man can believe. We shall therefore gain noth- 
ing, in this respect, by postponement—nothing at 
all pect, by post; 8 
But, said the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Hun- 
TER,| before you think of war, you must think of 
tracking Great Britain with a stream of fire and 
blood around the world; you must meet her on ev- 
fry sea, and in all her possessions—all her colonies, 
f.. . 
‘rom Aden to the Ionian Isles, from India to God 


knows where. We must exhaust and conquer | 


ritish power everywhere, before we can expect to 
take or to keep either Oregon or Canada. Well, 
how, I believe in no such doctrine as that. His- 
‘ory teaches no such doctrine; it leads us to no 
‘wch conclusion. Great Britain deprived France 
of all her colonial possessions; she left Napoleon 
Without a solitary colony on the face of the globe; 
‘he confined him to the continent of Europe; and 
. that very time he rode triumphant and irresisti- 
le over that egntinent, and trampled in the dust 
the subsidized allies of the imperial pirate. Why? 


Because there were all his resources. Great Brit- 
ain may keep her Chusan, her India, her Mediter- 
ranean possessions; she may keep themall. Does 
it follow that we cannot beat her on this-continent? 
It does not; for here are our resources, and hers 
are distant. 

‘** But,’’ say gentlemen, “ this battle for Oregon, 
if it come at all, is to be fought in Canada.” I be- 
lieve it; and I am glad that Great Britain has, in 
the present conjuncture, an assailable point here, 
where we can reach her. And the gentleman takes 
especial pains to arouse the jealousy of western 
men by telling us that ** we will get Canada, and 
then Oregon must be given up.’’ Now, does any 
man suppose that the present Administration, or 
that any Administration possible, holding Canada 
as a conquered pledge, would give up Oregon? | 
do not. I do not believe that there is a man in the 
United States, capable of neing elected President— 
or of getting there either by ‘‘ accident,’’ as has 
been said of one, or ** by the grace of God’’—who 
would be either such a fool or such e knave. It is 
impossible. Take Canada, and Oregon would fall 
into our hands as a matter of course. ButI do not 
apprehend any difficulty of this kind. I believe 
that Great Britain withholds an amicable settlement 
because she is satisfied with her present position. 
Abrogate the present convention: throw your laws 
over your citizens in that territory, and manifest a 
disposition to assertand maintain your rights there, 
and then she will come up to the work of negotia- 
tion and settlement in earnest. She is vulnerable, 
and she knows it, as well as we. War would brine 
her calamities as great as it would be to us, and 
creater. We can live without her: she cannot 
withoutus. Wecean do without her manufactures, 
and have none of her raw material; she depends 
upon our raw material for her manufactures; it is 
the very breath of her existence, and without it her 
people would die from starvation. Where is our 
fear of war? I have none; and yet I am no advo- 
cate for war. God knows, I appreciate its horrors 
as keenly as any man that lives; for my very ear- 
liest recollections are of the scenes war brings—the 
tears of the young wife, of the mother, of the sis- 
ter; the partings which break young hearts. These 
I remember, and I have no wish, as God is my 
judge, to see them repeated. But yet, looking war 
calmly in the faee, I say, ‘* Be just and fear not.” 
I know the consequences which may result, per- 
haps, (only perhaps, sir)—I know, and | should 
deprecate the consequences which may perhaps 
result from the vigorous assertion of American 
rights. War, if it should be the result, would 
bring with it the destruction of trade, heavy taxa- 
tion, heavy losses, the necessity of personal ser- 
vices. You and I, perhaps, might be called to 
leave the peaceful walks of civil life, and to parti- 
cipate in the hardships and the dangers of the camp 
and of the tented field. What then? Are we Ame- 
ricans? Are we the descendants of men cotempo- 
rary with the youth of the venerable gentleman 
from Massachusetts? or are we the cowardly, cra- 
ven wretches, that would not dare to do what our 
feeble colonies—altogether not equal in strength to 


the single State of New York at this moment—did | 
to assert and maintain our rights? I think not. | 


That is not the spirit of the people I have the ho- 
nor to represent. I have not them before me, but 
I have in my room, resolutions deliberately adopt- 
ed by a recent convention of that part of the peo- 
ple of Ohio with whom I act politically, declaring 
the expectations they have of the action of their 
representatives here, for the vigorous maintenance 
of our rights to Oregon, and pledging ‘‘ their lives, 
their fortunes, and their sacred honor’’ (such is the 
language used) to sustain them. Sir, we do not 
want war, but if we must have it, we would a 
great deal rather fight Great Britain than some 
other Powers, for we do not love her. We hear 
much said about the ties of our common language, 
of our common origin, and our common recollec- 
tions, binding us together. But I say we do not 
love Great Britain at all; at least my people do not, 
and I do not. 

A *“‘common language !’’ It has been made the 
vehicle of an incessant torrent of abuse and mis- 
representation of our men, our manners, and our 
institutions; and even our women—it might be vul- 
gar to designate our plebeian girls as ladies—have 
not escaped it; and all this is popular, and is en- 
couraged in high places. We have a “ common 
origin!” though, perhaps, numerically, one-half 
of the people of this country are not English by 


-_ 
205 
descent; but a “common origin” did not prevent 
that infamous power from employing the savage 
to tomahawk our old men, to scalp our women, 
and to brain our infants, and from paying them for 
these barbarous deeds and infernal trophies. The 
sritish Government, (against the British people I 
have no animosity,) | confess, I do not love; and 
while, for the sake of the British people, and of my 
own country, | would avoid war, yet, if war must 
come, let her be our enemy by all means. 

But, Mr. Chairman, I have been led off upon 
these points, not because I conceive them to be 
necessarily connected with the discussion, but be- 
cause gentlemen upon the other side have lugged 
them in, and attempted to frighten us from giving 
this notice; and when [ reply to them as I have 
done—and in so doing, I speak, Lam persuaded, 
the sentiments of the people of Ohio—I do it to 
show that no such considerations can move us, and 
for no other purpose. 

Mr. B. concluded by repeating, as he had stated 
at the outset of his remarks, that he had risen for 
the purpose of saying but a few words. He was 
not in the predicament of the gentleman from 
Michigan, (Mr. Cuipman,) who felt that the hour- 
rule was an intellectual straight-jacket; and having 
said all that now occurred to his mind, begging the 
pardon of the House for having occupied so much 
of its time, he would yield the floor to some of 
those around him, who were so anxious to distin- 


guish themselves in the rising en masse which waa 
sure to follow his conclusion. 

Mr. WENTWORTH said it was easy for gen- 
tlemen to rise on this floor and descant upon the 
glories of war, or the blessings of peace. For one, 
he had nothing to say upon either. He would 
avoid the charge of bravado on one side, and timid- 
ity on the other. The question of declaring war 
was not before Congress; and we were at amity 
with all the nations of the earth, and consequently 
we had no peace to make. He had expressed his 
views in relation to this matter on several occasions 
before this, and it was difficult te find a politician 
who had not. For nearly thirty years the matter 
has been in agitation; and during the whole time 
the extrinsic considerations of peace or war had 
been dragged in, and used to retard the assertion of 
American rights. In all this controversy there 
was but one question, and that was, ‘ Is Oregon 
ours?’’ If it is, we but act the part of justice when 
we claim our own; if it is not, then we should 
make no pretensions adversely to the party justly 
entitled to it. If it is all ours, then we should 
boldly, but respectfully, assert our rights to it all; 
if not all ours, then we should only take what is 
ours. ‘This course would be alike honorable to us 
as men, as Christians, and as a nation. There was 
but one high-minded course to pursue, and that 
was, to do right, and leave consequences to them- 
selves, to be provided for as they arose. 

Entertaining these views, he had resolved to 
manifest his attachment to American rights by a 
silent vote on this question at this session; and 
should have done so, but for the allusion to him by 
the gentleman from South Carolina, (Mr. Ruerr,| 
in relation to the vote given by him, the present 
Speaker, [Mr. Davis,] and the present presiding 
officer, [Mr. Tissarrs,}] and about sixty other 

, Democrats, against inserting this notice with the 
| Oregon bill, and which no gentleman yet having 
| spoken had explained. He would here state, how- 
ever, that the reason for his silence was that the 
| people were beginning to believe that this subject 
was one that was forever to be talked about and 
| never to be acted upon. He was afraid that the 
| Oregon excitement was to be considered the Amer- 
ican humbug, used to make Presidents and to get 
men into Congress; but to go no further, because 
there was ‘a lion in the path.” As long ago as 
he could remember, the politicians were talking, 
and diplomatists negotiating, on this subject; and 


the advances, if any, all the while, have been the - 


wrong way. As Texas (the twin measure with 
this at the last session) was passed without dis- 
| cussion, he certainly hoped that Oregon would 
| have secured the same courtesy; and he was at 
the commencement of this debate, as he now was, 
| ready and anxious to limit tae debate to a single 
day. Gentlemen were anxious to define their 
| positions, and therefore were delaying this meas- 
| ure for weeks, and perhaps for months, when they 
could but know that their votes, ay or no, on the 
yomes of this notice, and upon a bill extending 
| American jurisdiction to the Russian boundary, 
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would be the best definition that they could give. 
Early action on this question, one way or the 
other, was what the people expected, and what he 
(Mr. W.) would labor to promote, As was said 
in the case of Texas, he would reiterate, as equally 
applicable to Oregon, the people have decided the 
cause at the pol s after a full hearing of all the ae 
ties, and it only remains for us to execute their 
judgment, 

" One gentleman has proposed to take Oregon on 
time. Well, sir, we have been taking it on time, 
or rather losing it on time, ever since 1818. When 
we begun, we had twelve degrees and forty min- 
utes of territory. We now have but seven. Great 
Britain has about thirty forts there, and we have 
Such has been the result of our workings 
To give this notice, in the minds of 
gentlemen, would be to declare war. To pass any 
Oregon bill, or to send any troops there, without 
the notice, would be to violate national faith. 
‘Thus they place us in a dilemma, the direct and 
sole tendency of which is to effect delay. Indeed, 
they say, some day take Oregon, but not now— 
forgetting that an ind pendent people will never 
think it too soon to assert their rights when they 
find they have them, Every gentleman who has 
spoken but one [Mr. Wixrurop] has said that we 
had a perfect title to all of Oregon; and that one 
has said, that of the two, both being imperfect, 
Whien they said that much, 
they say enough to make any further delay on 
their part inexcusable, Flaving rights, the people 
will demand their maintenance; and the more those 
rights “are ¢ ndancere d, and the errenter the prospect 


none, 


on time, 


ours was the best. 


of losing them, the more clamorous will they be 
for the most decisive action. Were our rights in 
doubt, delay would be excused; but knowing them, 
and openly avowing them, and yet bringing up the 
fear of war, and setting forth the terrors of the 
British foree and British name as a reason for not 
asserting them, is nothing more nor Jess than na- 
tional cowardice. 

When a party cannot carry its points in one way, 
it is apt to try another; and | have noticed that the 
Opposition here, when they cannot reach our bet- 
ter judgments, from the weakness of their arcu- 
ments, always try to affect our nerves by their pan- 
ies; and it is but natural for them to do so, since 
they have failed in their trial of all other means. 
But the venerable gentleman from Massachusetts 
has told us that there would be no war; and he, 
from his superior knowledge, age, and experience, 
should be eood authority with them. So that it 
need not operate on us, But war or no war, is not 
ihe question, and it should not be considered for 
one moment. Let us take Oregon now, and look 
to war when it arises. It is not for us to fear it, 
when the people, who sent us here, and who will 
have to lose their money and lives in consequence 
of it, bid us onward in the execution of their own 
will. 

When the admission of Texas was before us, 
(a country to which we had acquired no right ex- 
cept by the will of the occupants of the soil who 
had revolted from their richtful Government,) the 
question was not how shall we compromise this 
difficulty with Mexico, how much of Texas shall 
we have—but all said the whole or none; and we 
took it all; and the story is, that we took more 
than all, by running to the Rio del Norte, for the 
sake of good boundary. This | sanctioned with 
my vote; and I now wish, and I call upon my 
southern ‘Texas friends to aid me, to let my patri- 
otism have as full scope on our northern frontier 
as ithad on the South. If it was wrong to cede 
away ‘Texas in 1819, is it not equally so to cede 
away any portion of Oregon now? And if we 
have had such a struggle, as is too recent in our 
experience to describe now, to re-annex that coun- 
try against the will of the weak and distracted 
Government of Mexico, whatgwill be the mighty 
struggle when the future inhabitants of surrender- 
ed Oregon, groaning under British oppression, 
shall demand this same just privilege ? ‘And such 
n demand is sure to come. My doctrine is—‘ put 
not off the evil day’’—meet the crisis in the face— 
do justice whilst itis in your power, and leave con- 
sequences to consequences, 

Mr. W. wanted to call the attention of the 
J Touse—and, indeed, that was the main object of 
his rising—and more particularly of the new mem- 
hers, toan explanation of the occurrence in the last 
Congress, alluded to by the gentleman from South 
Carolina, [Mr. Ruerr.] Mr. W. said it was his 
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opinion, and that of a majority of the arty with 
which he had ever acted, that if the notice and the 
bill were sent to the Senate separately, one, if not 
both, would pass. There were some Senators who 
would vote for one and not the other. He was for 
both, and wanted that course pursued that would 
secure both. But if he could not have one, he 
did not wish to prejudice the other. By looking 
at the Journals, it will be seen that all who voted 
against putting the notice in the bill were Demo- 
crats. After the notice was in the bill, they how- 
ever did not forsake the bill on thataccount. Now 
look at those who voted against the bill on its final 
passage. All their names are recorded in favor of 
inserting this notice. Several Democrats voted to 
put the notice in the bill, because they did not wish 
to he put in a false position at home, where the 
circumstances could not be explained, but yet en- 
tertaining serious doubts as to its propriety, for 
fear of its endangering the passage of the bill. 
Here, then, are the facts: all those who went 
against putting the notice in the bill, finally went 
for it, whilst all those who finally went against the 
bill, went for inserting the notice. The fears of its 
friends were realized, and the bill was defeated in 
the Senate. 

Mr. HOLMES called Mr. W. to order. 

Mr. W. sat down, and demanded the point of 
order. 

The CHAIRMAN desired the gentleman from 
South Carolina to state his point of order. 

Mr. HOLMES stated, that it was out of order 
to allude to the Senate. 

The CHAIRMAN overruled him, and said the 
gentleman was alluding to the Senate of the last 
session. 

Mr. WENTWORTH said that was the gentle- 
man’s point probably: ‘De mortuis nil nisi bo- 


num ?’ 


Mr. HOLMES. ‘*‘.Nil mortuis ?’’ 

Mr. WENTWORTH would leave the Latin 
with the gentleman, and go to Oregon again. Well, 
sir, after passing this House by an overwhelming 
majority, the bill was lost in the Senate by two 
votes only, and those two were the votes from 


South Carolina; and he presumed there was not a | 


centleman in this House but believed that, if the 
two measures had been kept separate, one or both 
would have passed. On mature deliberation, he 
was satisfied he pursued the proper course in vo- 
ting to keep the two measures separate. No man 
who went with him regrets it, whilst there are 
those who voted to unite them who would not do 
so again if they had the matter to do over again. 


Mr. W. alluded to the fact that the South and | 


West went together for Texas, and he hoped they 
would go together for Oregon. The West certainly 


so expected. If they did not go together there was | 


a class of politicians who would make a great deal 


of capital out of it. The non-slaveholding Demo- | 


crats had gone for Texas—Mr. W. among them. 
He was sorry there were slaves there. 


was free from slaves, and he loved it the more be- 
cause it was so. Now, after annexing a foreign 


slave community, what would be said of us if we |, 
give up five degrees and forty minutes of a non- | 


slaveholding country, which every member who 
had spoken conceded to belong tous? Already 
have certain politicians and papers begun to pre- 
dict the South, having used the West to get Texas, 
would now abandon it, and go against Oregon. 
Mr. YANCEY here inquired whether the gen- 
tleman from Illinois meant to intimate that there 


was any bargain between the South and West— || 
that the South should vote for Oregon if the West | 


would vote for Texas? He would ask him, asa 
gentleman, to say whether he (Mr. Yancey) was 
implicated in any such bargain ? 

Mr. WENTWORTH replied that he had not 


said that there was any such bargain. To do so 


would only implicate himself as a party to it, after |, 
He only alluded to the | 


having voted for Texas. 1 
course pursued by the opponents of the annexation 
of Texas, to ruin politically every non-slavehold- 
ing Democrat who had supported it. 
Mr. HOUSTON, of Alabama. 
be too much trouble to the gentleman from Illinois, 
I would thank him, when he speaks of *“ the 


South,’’ to define fully and —. what he | 


means—where he locates it—what and who he in- 
tends to include. But few Southern members had 


_as yet spoken upon this question, and certainly no 
one was authorized to say what “ the South’? would 


But, not- | 
withstanding, he was glad he voted for it. Oregon | 


If it will not) 
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do in regard to it. Some votes from the Soy.) 
will be cast in favor of the notice; and he wo), 
therefore thank gentlemen to specify who and wh». 
they mean when they may have oreasion to er ‘1 
of the action of the South, or Southern members _ 

Mr. WENTWORTH had made no chares 
bargaining, nor charge of any kind. He wo, 
impeach acts, but never motives, leaving them (0 t),, 
God of Heaven, who alone knew them. Whar }, 
had said was rather an exhortation to the Soy) 
than a charge upon it. He exhorted it to coy, 
up and meet the Oregon question fully and frank], 
and so belie the charge that it would not as quick 
extend the area of freedom on the North as ¢hp 
South. 

Mr. HOUSTON rose to explain. 

[A voice. ‘ Don’t be interrupted. They y-})j 
consume your hour.’’] ae 

Mr. WENTWORTH. It is no interruption, 
I have said all I wished; and if the gentlemen wis’, 
to turn the remainder of the hour allotted to yy, 
into an inquiry meeting, Tam willing. 1 will hea: 
the gentleman with pleasure. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Whet I did in relation 45 
the annexation of ‘Texas I did for the question ay 
for the good of the country. What may do in 
relation to Oregon I will do in a like spirit, jp- 
fluenced by similar motives and consideratinys. 
I then acted, and am_ now acting for the good of 
the whole country, and no particular section or diyi- 
sion of it. I had then, and will have now, nothin: 

to do with any compacts or understandings |ye- 
tween sections of the country for the adoption of 
any particular measures. I do not recognise the 
Oregon as a western but as a national question, 
involving alike the honor and the interests of th, 
- whole country, and as such, am prepared to meet 
and act upon it. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. I think my remarks 
are productive of good, and I would gladly hear 
the whole South in the brief space remaining to 

' me, if possible.. If the Southern Democrats now 
went against Oregon, it might not injure them; but 
it would seriously injure their Northern brethren 
who had aided them in getting Texas, supposing 
there was no doubt of their fidelity on the Orez 
question. 

Mr. W. said the whole South, and more partie- 
warly South Carolina, prided itself on its consist- 
ency. He now wished to call the attention of hi 
Southern friends to one fact, and he was willin 
to yield the floor for an explanation. By looking 
at the bill thet nassed the House at the last session 
of Congress, it will be seen that it extended our 
jurisdiction to fifty-four degrees and forty minutes, 
and had this notice in besides. Now, how could 

/a Southern man preserve his prided consistency 

by going for forty-nine degrees, and against tli 

notice, after having voted for that bill? What h 

occurred to lessen our title since, whilst we hav 
had the masterly and irrefutable argument of the 

Secretary of State to strengthen it? 

Mr. R. CHAPMAN, to whom Mr. Wext- 
worth yielded the floor for explanation, said, that 
hé had often, during this debate, heard the charge 
intimated of a bargain between the South and tle 
West; that the South was to go for the whole of 
Oregon now, because the West went for Tews. 
He had not considered this imputation hereto!or 
worthy of notice; but as others had considered ty 
charge worthy of explanation, he considered | 
due to himself to say that he never heard of suc) 
an understanding or bargain. He certainly had 
no part in such an understanding. He opposed 
all such, and would now denounce it as corrupts 
if he believed any such existed; but this he cow? 
|| not believe for a moment. Mr. C., said, that so 
'| far from having had anything to do with such © 
|| agreement, he had (almost alone of his party) vol 1 
at the last session, not only against the notice, dv! 
the bill that passed this House. He voted against 
it mainly on account of the notice, though ther 
were other provisions very objectionable. Mr.‘ 
said that he hoped this disclaimer would, In 
| ture, acquit him from such a charge. As one °! 
|| the friends of Texas, he felt it his duty to pro 
against suchan imputation. Ithad not been mat 
| against him on account of his vote last year, od 
would he subject himself to such an imputation °Y 
any vote he might give on the question now under 
| consideration. > 
| Mr. WENTWORTH knew well the course 
' the gentleman from Alabama. He was one 0! \" 
| very few southern democrats who voted agaiis 
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the 
he spoke. 
now all they did then. He did not want to have 
it said that, upon the question of adding territory 
to the South, they were the most ultra democrats 
and real propagandists; whilst, when you only ask- 
ed them to clan our own on the North, even Joun 
Quincy ADAMS, with all the charges of federalism 
avainst him, was more of a democrat than they. 
He had made no charge of a violated bargain, for 
he knew of none. What he had said was to make 


the South consistent with itself, and not to furnish | 


arzuments to northern abolitionists, with which 


they might injure its northern allies in the glorious | 


acquisiion ot Texas. If there was any censure 
in this matter, It was not for him or any member 
on this floor to inflict it, but it was for gentlemen 
to censure themselves by their own votes when the 
day of trial comes, if ever it does, and the pros- 
pect for it seems rather poor now. 


Mr. W. differed with some members as to the | 


He thought | 
the Canadians would be the principal sufferers; but | 


result of a war, if one should come. 


he would not allude to this subject. 


He had no 


right to anticipate a war whilst we were in the dis- | 
charge of our rightful duties. The goddess of Jus- | 
tice is represented as being blind. She is just, and | 
fears not. She can see no British lion, nor British | 
bayonets, nor British war-steamers. Her decrees | 
vo forth, affect whom they will; weakness and || 
strength are alike to her. And we should consider | 


ourselves as Sworn jurors, to try the claims of our 
country to Oregon, and should be blind to all the 


consequences of our verdict, provided that it is } 


only a justone. Knowing our rights, which all 
here admit to be unquestionable, we would dare 
maintain them. 


After Mr. Wentworru had yielded the floor, | 


it was obtained by Mr. Curpman, of Michigan. 
There were some cries of * rie, rise.” 


Mr. CHIPMAN said he would go on, if it was | 
the pleasure of the Committee; and, if not, he | 


would not persist in addressing it. 

‘The motion for the committee to rise not being 
insisted upon— 

Mr. C. said his locality in the House was well 
known everywhere; but the shrill clarion of war 
had aroused even the occupants of Sleepy Hollow. 
He had been slow to speak on a question of such 
importance, and he had deeply and seriously medi- 
tated upon it. It was true that he had a reputation 
to win here, and none to lose in his representative 
capacity. Days and weeks he had employed in 
contemplating the character of the question which 


now absorbed the attention of the American people, | 
and he viewed it as a struggle between a free people | 
and those institutions which had, in other nations, | 
If a conflict was | 


ground the people in the dust. 
to take place between republican and monarchical 
systems, he would be glad to see it in his day. In 
rising at this late hour, he felt that he could not 
permit that the views and feelings of the people of 


the Peninsula State on this subject should remain | 
unrepresented, He felt embarrassed, he must con- 


fess, while he attempted to discharge this duty; 
forhe was in. the situation of the poor beggar girl, 
whom he had seen sitting and weeping on the cold 


pavement in the streets of New York, who, being | 


asked what was the matter, replied, that another 
veggar girl had stolen her story. ‘Those who had 
preceded him in the discussion had anticipated 
many of the views that he would have expressed. 


Mr. Chairman, (said Mr. C.,) this is not a tri- | 


fing question. War has come floating on the 
breeze among the busy and patriotic people of 
Michigan, and his immediate constituents would 
expect him to say something here in defence of 


their honor and interests under these circumstances. | 


fe had ever deprecated any epithets which con- 


tradistinguished one portion of the people from | 


‘nother—the South from the North—for they 
tended to create heartburning and jealousy; and if 


our Union should ever be destroyed, it would be | 


from that cause. 


There were some here who had avowed a deter- | 


mination to go for Oregon, though hitherto hostile 
‘0 it, merely because Texas had been brought into 


the Union, ringing with it, as it was alleged, moral | 


death, These men would zo for Oregon out of 
malice against the South, even though it would 
apply no remedy to what they deemed to be the 
estering disease of the Republic. Those who en- 
‘ertained such views, and pursued such a course, 
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pill ofthe last session. It was to others that || 
He wanted those who voted for the | 
pill of last session to be consistent, and demand | 


| longer entertain any prejudices against him. 


must have hearts as cold as the icy regions from | 


which they sprung. He was opposed to any dis- 
criminating epithets, as applied to different sections 
of the Union. He was himself partly of the north 
and partly of the south of Mason and Dixon’s 
line. He was born in the cold climate of Vermont, 
and at an early age became acclimated in the sunny 
South, where the best lessons of his heart had been 
learned. He had therefore come to the conclusion 
that this Union should be one or nothing. 
Gentlemen from the South, he would remark, 
had advised us to be cool and dispassionate, and 
beware how we gave oceasion to Great Britain to 
declare war against us. They ask us to postpone 
and procrastinate, and not to be in haste to give 
this notice of the termination of the convention 
with Great Britain. It had been justly remarked 
in this debate that procrastination was the thief not 
only of time, but of national honor. We had been 
advised to pursue the course that was recommend- 
ed some years ago by a venerable personage in Ver- 
mont—yes, he was compelled again to speak of 
Vermont, for he held it in high respect, and was 


| glad that he was born in a State whose valor and 


genius had been so justly renowned, notwithstand- 
ing the influence of a false system of education, as 
to which he would speak further presently. But 
among the early pioneers of Vermont was one 
who, in counselling upon an important subject 
with the sages of the day, gave the same advice 
that the South now gave to us. It was, that they 
should pursue * a middle extreme,”’ and * in shun- 
ning Hella, take care not to fall into Tartarabo- 
gus!’? This advice to take care not to lose Ore- 
gon, and yet not to provoke a war, was the * middle 
extreme’’ held up for our adoption. But was this 
a question of peace or war? Let us examine it 
carefully, and see. 

The question of ttle he would not discuss. That 
matter had been clearly set forth by others, and in 


a most able manner. Indeed, there was no neces- | 
sity of wasting words upon a self-evident proposi- | 


tion. Why, then, should we dread a war for 
taking a course that we know to be right? 
Texas affair we acted without reference to the ap- 
prehension of a war; there was a * middle ex- 
treme’’ recommended to us in that case; buta story 
had been brought to our recollection by a gentle- 
man from South Carolina in illustration of the 
views of the South on this subject. The shepherd 


took his rifle and went out to shoot the wolf which | 


was depradating on his fold; but this was a differ- 


ent thing, as the gentleman showed, from going | 
| out to shoot the British lion. Yes, it was evidently 


the fear of the lion that had such influence upon 
this question, and which caused hesitation as to 
giving this notice. The question of title, as he had 
said, was settled. We were convinced on all sides 
of the validity of our title to the whole of Oregon. 
If there was no question as to our title, then arose 
the question, what course was to be pursued by us 
to obtain possession of Oregon? There was but 
one course for the patriot to pursue, according to 
his opinion, and that was, to assert our title to the 
territory. Here he would remark that, if he had 
ever entertained any prejudices against the venera- 
ble gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Apams,] 
—and he admitted that he had some—when that 
gentleman rose here, with the snows of age on his 
head, and the fire of American patriotism in his 
heart—when, having nothing to gain, and every- 
thing to loose—standing but a few steps from the 


grave,—when that venerable gentleman, he said, | 


came forward to pledge his life and fortune in 
support of the honor of his country, he could no 
As 
an American, he could not stand here and indulge 
in any feelings of bitterness against any one who 
came forward to sustain the honor and interest of 
the nation at such a crisis. Henceforth 
could not be any dispute about the title; and that 


being the case, why should not the notice be given | 
| Immediately? 


He thanked the gentleman from Massachusetts, 


[Mr. Apams,] for that part of his speech which 
gave a history of the convention with Great Brit- 


ain relating to the Northwest coast. The gentle- | 
man was, in fact, a living record of his country’s | 
history. That gentleman had told us that what we | 


had so long considered as a treaty of joint occu- 
pancy, was not so in point of fact; that it was a 
mere commercial treaty. Now, he submitted 
whether a mere convention of commercial inter- 


eourse would touch the title to the territory? We | 
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have a right to take possession of the territory, 
notice or no notice, and to extend our laws and ju- 
risdiction over it. Nocommercial treaty can affect 
the right to the soil. If it did, then we would now 
own one-half of Newfoundland; for, by treaty with 
Great Britain, they gave us a joint right to fish 
there. But, suppose we should set up a title to 
half of Newfoundland, on the pretence that we ac- 
quired it by this treaty which gave us a privilege 
to fish on its banks, would it not be deemed absurd 
by all the world? He did not belong to a war 
party but toa peace party; but he must be allowed 
to say that he was not in favor of such a treaty as 
that which had dismembered the State of Maine. 
and dishonored the nation. We did not need any 
more diplomacy in this matter—no further negotia- 
tion hor arbitration, 

Suppose a neighbor were to meet me in the 
street, and say, oblige me by taking off your cont 
and laying itdown. If] submit to that, he would 
want my other garments; and when I was stripped, 
my neighbor should prepose an arbitration. I 
would not submit to it, whether there are any on 
this floor who would or not. If, beeause I would 
not arbitrate, my neighbor should propose to wlup 


me, this would be a parallel case to the one before 
us, 


There were other reasons why he would not ne- 
gotiate longer. Great Britain had no claim to the 
territory. There was still another reason, which 
was found, not in Adam’s will, as the gentleman 
from Massachusetts [Mr. Wintnrop] had sug- 
gested, but in the will of Providence, and in the 
destiny of this country, which had directed that 
the whole territory from the Atlantic to the Pacific, 
and from the Frozen ocean to the Isthmus of Pan- 
ama or the Straits of Magellan, if gentlemen pleas- 
ed, should belong to a free pr ople. It was destined 
that this country should belong to one people and 
be under.one government, and that they should 
exercise jurisdiction over the whole continent, 
Looking through the vista of coming years, and 
reflecting what we were fifty years avo, and what 
we are now—reflecting that from three millions we 
had increased to twenty millions, we could not re- 
sist the conclusion that Yankee enterprise and vigor 
—he used the term Yankee in reference to the 
whole country—were destined to spread our pos 
sessions and institutions over the whole continent. 
Could any act of the Government prevent this? 
He must be allowed to say that wherever the Yan- 
kee slept for a night, there he would rule. What 
part of the globe had not been a witness of their 
moral power, and to the light reflected from their 
free institutions? Their progress could not be any- 
where resisted. This continent will be our own; 
and gentlemen may say it is by manifest destiny, 
or by Adam's w ill, or by whatever else they w ill. 
That destiny was found written in every page of 
our history. But the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts [Mr. Wintnrop] had enlarged upon the bless- 
ings of peace and the dangers of war. He put the 
commercial interests in one seale, and the honor 
of the country in the other, and the latter kicked 
the beam. 

Now, he (Mr C.) lived on the frontier too. Te 
remembered when Detroit was sacked. Then we 
had a Hull in Michigan; but now, thank God, we 
had a Lewis Cass, who would protect the border 
if war should come, which, in his opinion, would 
not come. 

There were millions on the lake frontier who 
would, in case of a war, rush over into Canada— 
the vulnerable point that was exposed tous. He 
would pledge himself that, upon a contract with 
the Government, Michigan alone would take Can- 
ada in ninety days: and if that would not do, they 
would give it up, and take it in ninety days again. 
The Government of the United States had only to 
give the frontier people leave to take Canada. 

Owing to a very absurd and impolitic treaty that 
we had made with Great Britain, we were not now 
allowed to have a vessel on the lakes—he must not 
call them “inland seas’’—carrying more than one 
gun. This was a specimen of British diplomacy. 
The advantage of the agreement was on her side 
altogether. Great Britain kept up a standing army, 
and possessed an immense collection of materials 
for ship-building; and she could at any moment 
launch any number of vessels and guns upon the 
lakes, to meet what?—our vessels with a single 
pop-gun on board! We could not always be pre- 
pared for war, for it was a violation of our princi- 
ples to sustain a large standing army. 
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The charge (said Mr. C.) that we are advo- 
cates of a war comes with an ill grace from the 
other side. We did not yield Texas io her denun- 
ciations, when the South wanted that addition to 
her territory, and we are now ready to teach her 
that the line of 54° 40’ shall be the boundary of her 
rule and her rapacity. We are, in fact, the peace 
party, because we are disposed to meet this ques- 
tion on the threshold, and to meet our enemy, 
though he be armed to the teeth. This is the best 


wav to avoid a war: to take the matter in time. | 


The horrors of war had been so strongly depicted 
by the eloquent gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. 
Yancey,] that he had almost melted the heart of 
one of the war-party. The gentleman had point- 
ed to what peace had done for us in the last thirty 
vears. Tle had told us of the progress we had 
made in science. We had not stopped, he said, 
with the discoveries of Franklin, but had gone on, 
and made the red artillery of heaven subservient 
to the uses of life. Steam, too, had annihilated 
space, And we are asked now to be content, and 
do nothing. 

But should we crouch to the British lion because 
we had been thus prosperous? He remembered 
the time when education, the pride of modern 
Whigs, was made the means of opposition to the 
Democracy. He recollected the long agony that 
it cost him to relieve his mind from Federal thral- 
dom. Education was an instrument to ridicule 
and put down Democracy. 

The gentleman from Alabama, [Mr. Yancey,] 
having contrasted the navy of Great Britain with 
that of the United States, brought to his recollec- 
tion a chapter in that Vermont education, to which 
he had heretofore alluded, as making modern 
Whigs. In the last war, this doggrel was sung 
around the domestic altar : ; 

“ High, dry, in the cornfield stood, 
Gun boat, No. 1, 
Wig wag went her tail, 
Pop, went her gun.” 
Also this : 


«James Madison my Jo, Jim, 
I wonder what you mean, 
You proclamate in chair of State, 
A vision or a dream.” 


What was the education of the Whigs? He 
did not wish to do any injustice to Vermont; he 
alluded to that spirit of hostility to republicanism 
which was manifested at the Hartford Convention. 

The gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Wix- 
THrop] had referred to a remark which illustrated 
his (Mr. C.’s) views of a false education and its 
results. Speaking of submitting a question to the 
common sense of the people, it had been said, * I 
will leave it to their nonsense, and beat you ten to 
one.”’ ‘That was the sort of education against 
which he protested. It assumed that the people 
were not capable of self-covernment; it revived the 
stale charge that the people were their own worst 
enemies. If he had had the opportunity, at the 
proper time, to repel that charge, he would have 
done it in the most caustic manner that the Ene- 
lish laneuage afforded him. P 

Shall we (said Mr. C.) take peace as the price 
of conceding our rights? I appeal to high Heaven 
that, ifa British fleet were anchored off here in the 
Potomac, and demanded of us one inch of terri- 
tory, or one pebble that was smoothed by the 
Pacific wave into a child’s toy, upon penalty ofan 
instant bombardment, I would say, fire ! 

The gentleman from Massachusetts, to whom 
he had before referred, said that peace was honor. 
Well, peace was honorable, if honorably won. 
But not so, if otherwise. If we yielded Oregon to 
the forty-ninth, we should soon be called upon 
to yield the other half. If Great Britain went to 
war for Oregon, how long would it be before her 
starving millions would rise in infuriated masses 
and overwhelm their bloated aristocracy? We 
were no feeble power. We had anwed in the 
war of the Revolution, and the late war not with- 
standing our want of preparation, that we were 
equal to the contest. We had no navy during the 
Revolution; but we appealed to the God of battles, 
and Heaven blessed us with victory. The last war, 
too, which was so glorious, was resisted on every 
ground. Itwas said then that we were unprepared, 
and that it was absurd to go to war for the assertion 
of the rights of afew hundred poor sailors, whose 
home was everywhere and sowhanis He had never 
a stioned the magnanimity of the South nor 
that of any gentleman from the South, and he would 








allow no one to question his. Every man must l« Northern Cross and Central railroad 


meet the question in such manner as his conscience 
shall dictate to him, and give an honest and honor- 
able vote. There was no danger that Oregon would 
be lost to us by giving this notice. Whether we 
gave it or not, the people from the western frontier 
States would rush into it. Would Oregon be lost 
by awar? No. Gentlemen said that it would be 
a war to the death. Was it so in 1812? We should 


learn wisdom from the past, and act without regard H 


to hazard, when we have once found what is our 
duty. Oregon must and would be ours. He con- 
tended, however, that the notice was not a war 
measure, and that it would not be so considered b 
Great Britain, unless she was disposed to make it 


amere pretext. Mr. C. said that he had alluded 


to some remarks that he had made on a former oc- 


casion in reference to the State of Vermont; and, | 


in closing, he wished to balance the account with 
that State—if he owed her anything—and to ex- 
press his opinion of the military prowess of Ameri- 


can citizen soldiers. He would say, then, if war | 


should come— 


Hurrah for Vermont! for the land which we till 
Will have some to defend her, from valley and hill, 
Leave the harvest to rot on the field which it grows, 
And the reaping of wheat for the reaping of foes. 


Come Mexico, England—come tyrant, come knave, 
If you rule o’er our land, ve shall rule o’er our grave ; 
Our vow is recorded—our banner unfurled ; 

In the name of Vermont, we defy all the world, 


Mr. COCKE obtained the floor, and, on his mo- | 


tion, the committee rose. 


CONTESTED ELECTION FROM FLORIDA. 


Mr. HAMLIN, chairman of the Committee on | 


Elections, rose and gave notice that he would, on 
Friday morning, call up the report in relation to 
this contested election. 

He also stated that the printed report in the case 
had been in the document-room for two days. He 
stated this, as he did not know whether members 
micht have noticed them. 

Mr. HUNT, of Michigan, gave notice of a mo- 
tion to reconsider the vote of yesterday on the re- 


solution (as the reporter understood) of Mr C.J. | 


INGERSOLL, calling for information in relation to a 
Constitutional Treasury. 


Mr. WHEATON, from the Committee on En- | 


rolled Bills, reported correct ‘*An act to continue 


the office of Commissioner of Pensions,’’ and **An | 


act for the relief of James Bogardus.”’ 
And the House adjourned. 





IN SENATE. 
Tuvurspay, January 15, 1846. 
The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 


a report from the Secretary of the Navy, accom- | 


panying an abstract of the contingent expenses of 
that department during the year 1845. 


PETITIONS. 
Mr. BARROW presented the petition of Benja- 


min Ballard, praying the confirmation of his title || 
to certain lands in the State of Louisiana; which | 


was referred to the Committee on Private Land 
Claims. 


Mr. ASHLEY presented further documentary 


evidence in relation to the claim of Peter Ingles for 


a pension; which, together with the papers former- 
ly presented on the subject, were referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 


NEW YORK PILOTS. 


Mr. DIX presented a memorial in behalf of the 
marine insurance companies of New York, being 
a remonstrance against a petition presented by the 
New York pilots for a repeal of certain pilot laws; | 

duet to be 
printed, and referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce, to whom the petition of the pilots was pre- |. 


which, on motion of Mr. D., was or 


viously referred. 
A message was received from the President of 
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‘ State;” which was read a first and oepedaae 
| and referred to the Committee on Public Lands 
| Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, pursuant to ne 
| tice, asked, obtained leave, and introduced « 4 bill 
|| to provide for the payment of the evidences - 
|| ‘public debt in certain cases;’’ which was read ; 
| first and second time, and referred to the Commis. 
|| tee on Finance. 


| REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


| Mr. JARNAGIN, from the Committee on In. 
|| dian Affairs, to whom was referred the subject of 


| . ° ° . ° . 
Y || publishing certain Indian histories, reported the 


| following resolution; which was ordered to je 
printed: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War prepare, or 
cause to be prepared under his direction, a State. 
ment exhibiting a true history of the relations he 
tween the United States and the several Indian 
tribes or nations, from the revolutionary war down 
to.the extinction of the Indian title eastward of the 
Mississippi river; also a statement, in tabular form 
of all the sums paid to different Indian tribes See 

| the purchases of their lands, designating each tribe 
|| the date of purchase, amount of land ceded or pur- 
chased, the annuities given to each tribe, the du- 
ration of such annuities, the amount held in trust 
by the United States Government for any of such 
tribes, how much thereof has been invested jn 
stocks, and the authority for investing the same, 
and the number of persons in each tribe among 
whom such sums or annuities were or are divided, 


Mr. ASHLEY, from the Committee on Pep- 
sions, to whom was referred the petition of James 
Morgan, of Virginia, for a pension, made an ad- 

| verse report thereon, which was ordered to be 
printed, 

Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Military 

| Affairs, to whom was referred the petition of Mrs, 
Pike, widow of the late General Pike, asking com- 

|, pensation for the public services of her deceased 

| husband, presented a report thereon; which was 
ordered to be printed. 

Also, a bill for her relief; which was read, and 

assed to a second reading. 

| Mr. NILES, from the Committee on the Post 
| Office and Post Roads, to whom was referred the 
joint resolution in favor of relieving David Shaw 
| and Solomon 'T’. Corser, reported the same, with 
|| amendments. 
| Mr. PENNYBACKER moved that the vacancy 
| in the Committee on Claims, caused by the with- 
|, drawal of Mr. Turney, be now filled by the Chair; 
|, which motion was agreed to, and 
The CHAIR reappointed Mr. Turney, he hav- 
ing consented to serve. : 


| 


RESOLUTIONS. 


On motion of Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, the 
resolution reported yesterday by Mr. Speicur, in 
relation to the inundated lands on the banks of the 
Mississippi, was taken up for action; when Mr. J. 
moved that it be amended to read as follows : 

Resolved, ‘That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to cause an examination to be made of the 
|| public lands subject to the overflow of the Missis- 

sippi river, between Memphis and Vicksburg, 1n 
| the State of Mississippi, and those lands subject to 

inundation on the west side of the Mississippi nver, 
| in the State of Louisiana, from the upper limits o! 

the State to the mouth of the Red river, with an 

estimate of the probable amount required to pro- 

tect them from such overflow, and the quantity of 

lands which will thereby become saleable; and re- 
' port a plan for such protection, if practicable, at 
the present session of Congress, or at an early day 
of the next session. 

The amendment was agreed to, and the resolu- 
tion, as amended, was adopted. 

Mr. ASHLEY submitted the following resolu- 
| tion, which was agreed to: : 
| Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands 
| be instructed to inquire into the expediency of re- 





| 
| 


the United States, announcing that, on the 14th | q : 


instant, he signed the bill to continue the office of 


Commissioner of Pensions; also, an act for the re- | 


lief of James Bogardus. 
BILLS INTRODUCED. 


Mr. BREESE, pursuant to notice, asked, ob- || 


|| moving the restriction on the sale of certain — 
|| in the State of Arkansas, supposed to contain lea 


| ore. 3 
| Mr. A. also submitted the following resolution, 


which was adopted: 
Resolved, That so much of the Message of the 


tained leave, and introduced “ A bill granting to || President of the United States as relates to the 
‘the State of Illinois certain alternate sections of | Judiciary of the United States, be referred to the 
‘the public lands to aid in the construction of the '' Committee on the Judiciary. 
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